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Go on, Jlluſtrious Prince, in proving to mankind, that 


qualities of your heart, are united in the great object 


1 0 


JOSEPHUS Tus SECOND, a 


KING or BO HE M1 A, 


EMPEROR or GERMAN v. 


IF I knew one Monarch on the Earth 
who did more honor to Sovercign Power than You, 


the following ſheets ſhould not be inſcribed to Joſephus. 


the diſtinguiſhed abilities of your head, and the amiable 


of rendering your people happy ! By the efforts you 


have made towards aboliſhing vain forms, idle ſuperſti— 


OY 
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tions, and dangerous religious inſtitutions, you appear 
to me peculiarly favored by Heaven: And I truſt that 
you are the forerunner of Him, who 1s not only to have 
the will, but the power, of eſtabliſhing virtue and true 
religion throughout the world. | 


Though far removed from your exalted ſituation, I, 


in my humbler ſphere, ſeek to call my fellow creatures 


to the contemplation of God--to the ſimplicity of primi- 


tive Chriſtianity--and to the important times in which 


we live. In doing fo, I feel that my heart is conge- 


nial to yours; and waving the empty forms of a Cour- 


tier, I ſhall, without ceremony, ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your unknown Friend, 
And Admirer, 


The AUTHOR. 
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IT is truly aftoniſhing, that the ſtudy of Prophecy, is not only ne- 
glected, but treated with contempt; when, in the firſt chapter of St. 
John's Revelation, a bleſſing is pronounced on him that readeth, and 
thoſe that hear the words of that Prophecy. For my own part, I am 


anxious to partake of this benediction, and ſhall therefore diſregard the 
comments of men. 


It is not my intention to diſcuſs ſuch prophecies as have been fulfilled, 
unleſs they materially relate to my preſent object. But I ſhall cloſely 
inveſtigate whether we are, or are not to expect the perſonal appear- 


ance of Chriſt; and likewiſe at what period his coming is to happen, 
and the Millennium to commence. 


It will be, in this place, neceſſary, briefly to conſider the bonne and 
ſeventh chapters of Daniel. In the firſt of theſe, is Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream of the image, figuring four great empires. In the ſecond are four 
| beaſts, which more fully explain the ſame thing; and in both a fifth em- 
pire is promiſed, which is to belong to the Saints, and to one like unto 
the Son of Man, who 13 to have dominion over all people, nations, and 
languages, and whoſe kingdom is not to be deſtroyed. The four firſt 


WEE 

great kingdoms are univerſally allowed to be the Babyloniſh, Medo- 
Perſian, Grecian, and Roman empires; and the fiſth is certainly yet to 
Come. | 

But this fifth monarchy is generally taken in a figurative ſenſe. To 
this I anſwer, that 1n that way Scripture could not be fulfilled. The 
Prophets every where ſpeak of the reſtoration of the deſcendants of 
Jacob, and the glorious reign of the Meſſiah upon earth. And, with- 
out doubt, the ſcattered Jews are to be gathered together, and to be- 
come the ſeat of empire. It is true, they denied and crucified Chriſt at 
his firſt coming, but in doing ſo, the ſacred writings were confirmed. 
Two comings are pointed out by innumerable paſſages ; for the reign 
of the Meſſiah upon earth is the great ſubject on which the inſpired 
writers rejoice. And as the firſt was a ſtate of ſufferings and humility ; 
the latter muſt be of power and glory, which will fulfil all the predictions 
as to the Jewith nation. | 
- Before the firſt coming of Jeſus, the manner of his birth and death; 
his riding into Jeruſalem upon an aſs; the nature of his veſture, and va- 
rious other things, were foretold, which were not figuratively, but lite- 
rally fulfilled. In the nineteenth chapter of St. John's Revelation, ſome 

very minute particulars, as to his ſecond appearance, are likewiſe de- 
_ clared in the following words: © And I ſaw Heaven opened, and be- 
„hold a white horſe; and he that ſat upon him was called faithful and 
te true, and in righteouſneſs he doth judge and make war. His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns : and he 
© had a name written, which no man knew but hunſelf : and he was 
“ clothed in a veſture dipt in blood: and his name is called, The Word 
of God. And the armies which were in Heaven followed him upon 
«© white horſes, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his 
«© mouth goeth a ſharp ſword, that with it he ſhould ſmite the nations: 
„ and he ſhall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the wine- 
« preſs of the fierceneſs and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on 
“ his veſture and on his thigh a name written KING OF KINGS, AND 
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« LORD OF LORDS. And I ſaw an angel ſtanding in the ſun; and 
« he cried with a loud voice, ſaying to all the fowls that fly in the 
«© mid{t of Heaven, Come, and gather yourſelves together unto the 
« ſupper of the great God; that ye may eat the fleſh of kings, and the 
« fleſh of captains, and the fleſh of mighty men, and the fleſh of horſes, 
“ and of them that fit upon them, and the fleſh of all men, both free 
* and bond, both ſmall and great. And I ſaw the beaſt, and the kings 
© of the earth, and their armies gathered together to make war againſt 
“ him that ſat on the horſe, and againſt his army. And the beaſt was 
e taken, and with him the falſe prophet that wrought nuracles before 
„ him, with which he had deceived them that had received the mark of 
« the beaſt, and them that worſhipped his image. Theſe both were 
« caſt alive into a lake of fire burning with brimſtone. And the remnant 
« were flain with the ſword of him that ſat upon the horſe, which 


* ſword proceeded out of his mouth : and all the fowls were filled with 
« their fleſh.” 


Now how could it with truth be faid, © That no man ſhall know his 
«© name but himſelf,” unleſs he comes again as a Man i—Why thould it 
be written on his veſture and on his thigh, © KING OF KINGS AND 
«* LORD OF LORDS *” The colour of his garment is to be that of 
blood. He is now to ride upon a white horſe, whereas he formerly 
rode upon an aſs. The beaſt and the kings of the earth are to make 
war on him, and to lead their armies againſt him and his army. In 

ſhort, the whole deſcription denotes, a ſecond perſonal appearance in 
power and glory; when he will be actually the King of the kings of the 

earth, and will eſtabliſh juſtice and the true religion throughout the 
world. | 


But the twentieth chapter of the Revelations makes this matter, if 


_ poſſible, ſtill clearer. © And I ſaw an angel come down from Heaven, 


„ having the key of the bottomleſs pit, and a great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old ſerpent, which is the devil 
and ſatan, and bound him a thouſand years. And caſt him into the 
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„ bottomleſs pit, and ſhut him up, and ſet a ſeal upon him, that he 


ſhould deceive the nations no more, till the thouſand years ſhould be 
fulfilled : and after that he muſt be looſed a little ſeaſon. And I ſaw 
thrones, and they ſat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I ſaw the ſouls of them that were beheaded for the witneſs of 
Jeſus, and for the word of God; and which had not worſhipped the 
beaſt, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands: and they lived and reigned with Chrift 
a thouſand years. But the reſt of the dead lived not again until the 
thouſand years were finiſhed. This is the firſt reſurrection : Bleſſed 

and holy is he that hath part in the firſt reſurrection: on ſuch the ſe- 
cond death hath no power, but they ſhall be prieſts of God and of 
Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a thouſand years. And when the 
thouſand years are expired, ſatan ſhall be looſed out of his priſon, 
and ſhall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters 
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle : the 


number of whom is as the ſand of the ſea. And they went up on the 


breadth of the earth, and compaſſed the camp of the ſaints and the 
beloved city: and fire came down from God out of Heaven, and de- 
voured them. And the devil that deceived them, was caſt into the 


<« lake of fire aud brimſtone, where the beaſt and the falſe prophet are, 
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and ſhall be tormented day and night, for ever and ever. And I ſaw 
a great white throne, and him that ſat on it, from whoſe face the 
earth and the heavens fled away, and there was found no place for 
them. And I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God; and 
the books were opened : and another book was opened, which 1s the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out of thoſe things which 
were written in the books according to their works. And the fea 
cave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up 


the dead which were in them; and they were judged every man ac— 
cording to their works. And death and hell were caſt into the lake 


of fire : This is the ſecond death. And whoſoever was not found 
written in the book of life, was caſt into the lake of fire.” 


(ix ] 

Now can any thing be clearer, than that Chriſt and his elect ſhall 
reign and live on this earth for one thouſand years? This was the be- 
lief of the early chriſtians, and they wiſely haſted to thed their blood as 
martyrs, being certain of riſing again, and partaking of the Millennium. 
The idea of thoſe who have never examined this part of Scripture is, 
that Chriſt's ſecond coming 1s the end of the world, and the final judg- 
ment of all men. But ſurely language cannot, in plainer terms, aſſert 
the reverſe. A firſt reſurrection, and one thouſand years after it, are 
clearly expreſſed, before this preſent globe paſſes away, and then the 


laſt judgment is to take place. Nor can the ingenuity of man give this 
prophecy any other explanation. 


I ſhall now proceed to an enquiry as to the times of this glorious 
event, when the Millennium is to follow, and in doing fo, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to conſider minutely the fourth kingdom mentioned in Daniel, 
and the ſubſequent events. The ſecond chapter of that Prophet, begin- 
ning with the fortieth verſe, is as follows: “ And the fourth kingdom 
„ ſhall be ſtrong as iron: foraſmuch as iron breaketh in pieces, and 
« ſubdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all theſe, ſhall it 
« break in pieces and bruſe. And whereas thou ſaweſt the feet and 
« toes, part of potters clay, and part of iron: the kingdom ſhall be di- 
« vided, but there ſhall be in it of the ſtrength of the iron, foraſmuch 
« as thou ſaweſt the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the 
« feet were part of iron and part of clay; ſo the kingdom ſhall be part- 
ly ſtrong and partly broken. And whereas thou ſaweſt iron mixed 
« with miry clay, they ſhall mingle themſelves with the ſeed of men: 
but they {hall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed 
* with clay. And in the days of theſe kings ſhall the God of Heaven 
«* ſet up a kingdom, which ſhall never be deſtroyed : and the kingdom 
ſhall not be left to other people, but it ſhall break in pieces and con- 
“ ſume all theſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever. Foraſmuch as 
thou ſaweſt that the flone was cut out of the mountain without hands, 
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the braſs, the clay, the filver. 
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* deſtroyed. I Daniel was grieved in my ſpirit, in the midſt of my 


X ] 


and the gold; the Great God hath made known to the king what 


{hall come to pals hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the inter- 
pretation thereof ſure.” 


In the ſeventh chapter of Daniel from the ſeventh verſe, this matter 
ſtill more fully treated of. After this I ſaw in the night viſions, 
and behold, a fourth beaſt, dreadful and terrible, and ſtrong exceed- 
ingly ; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, 
and ſtamped the refidue with the feet of it, and it was diverſe from all 
the beaſts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I conſidered the 
horns, and behold, there came up among them another little horn 
before whom there were three of the firſt horns pluckt up by the 
roots: and behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and 
a mouth ſpeaking great things. I beheld till the thrones were caſt 
down, and the Ancient of Days did fit, whoſe garment was white as 
ſnow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool : his throne was 


like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery ſtream 


iſſued and came forth from before him: thouſand thouſands miniſtered 
unto him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before him : the 
judgment was ſet, and the books were opened. I beheld then be- 
cauſe of the voice of the great words which the horn ſpake : I beheld 
even till the beaſt was ſlain, and his body deſtroyed, and given to the 
burning flame. As concerning the reſt of the beaſts, they had their 
dominion taken away; yet their lives were prolonged for a ſeaſon 
and time. I ſaw in the night viſions, and behold one like the Son of 
Man, came with the clouds of Heaven, and came to the Ancient of 
Days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given 
him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, ſhould ſerve him: his dominion 1s an everlaſting dominion, 
which ſhall not paſs away, and his kingdom that which ſhall not be 


e body, and the viſions of my head troubled me. I came near unto 
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one of them that ſtood by, and aſked him the truth of all this: ſo he 


1 
« told me, and made me know the interpretation of the thing. Theſe 
« great beaſts, which are four, are four kings, which ſhall ariſe out of 
« the earth. But the ſaints of the moſt High ſhall take the kingdom, 
« and poſſeſs the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. Then I 
% would know the truth of the fourth beaſt, which was diverſe from all 
ce the others, exceedingly dreadful, whoſe teeth were of iron, and his 
e nails of braſs, which devoured, brake in pieces, and ſtamped the re- 
« {due with his feet. And of the ten horns that were on his head, and 
* of the other which came up, and before whom three fell, even of 
_ that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that ſpake very great things, 
«© whole look was more ſtout than his fellows. I beheld, and the ſame. 
« horn made war with the ſaints, and prevailed againſt them: until the 
« Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to the ſaints of the 
„ moſt High; and the time came that the ſaints poſſeſſed the kingdom. 
« Thus he ſaid, The fourth Beaſt ſhall be the fourth kingdom upon 
« earth, which thall be diverſe from all kingdoms, and ſhall devour 
e the whole earth, and ſhall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And 
the ten borns out of his kingdom are ten kings that ſhall ariſe: and 
« another ſhall ariſe after them, and he ſhall be diverſe from the firſt, 
« and he ſhall ſubdue three kings. And he ſhall ſpeak great words 
« againſt the moſt High, and ſhall wear out the ſaints of the moſt High, 
« and think to change times and laws: and they ſhall be given into his 
« hand, until a time and times, and the dividing of time. But the judg- 
“ ment ſhall fit, and they ſhall take away his dominion, to conſume, 
« and to deſtroy 1t unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion, 
and the greatneſs of the kingdom under the whole Heaven, ſhall be 
“ given to the people of the ſaints of the moſt High, whoſe kingdom is 
© an everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him.” 
All commentators are agreed, that the legs of iron and the fourth 
Beaſt denote the Roman Empire. But Sir Iſaac Newton well obſerves, 
that it only means Italy, and thoſe countries of Europe which never 
compoſed any part of the firſt three Beaſts ; for in this very prophecy it 
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1 
is ſaid, That the lives of the reſt of the Beaſts were prolonged, though 
„their dominion was taken away.” Now, when the Roman Empire 
was divided into Eaſtern and Weſtern, the latter Empire contained only 


what conſtituted the fourth Beaſt, and the former was made up of the 
other three. 


The fourth Beaſt, or Weſtern Roman Empire, was to break into ten 
kingdoms, as denoted by the toes of the Image, and the ten horns of the 
Beaſt ; and then another kingdom, or little horn, was to ariſe, which 
was to be of a very different nature, and is indeed one of the moſt mark- 
ed ſubjects of Prophecy. In order, therefore, to know where we are to 
look for this little or eleventh horn, we muſt firſt ſee at what period the 
Weſtern Empire was divided into ten kingdoms. 


For this I ſhall quote a paſſage from Sir Iſaac Newton's Treatiſe on 
Prophecy; a book which I moſt ſeriouſly recommend to all who ſtudy 
theſe important ſubjects. His fixth chapter begins thus, 


Nou, by the wars above deſcribed, the Weſtern Empire of the 


„ Romans, about the time that Rome was beſieged and taken by the 


* Goths, became broken into the following ten kingdoms. 


* 1. The kingdom of the Vandals and Alans, in Spain and Africa. 
W The kingdom of the Suevians, in Spain. 

The kingdom of the Viſigoths. 

The kingdom of the Alans, in Gallia. 

The kingdom of the Burgundians. 

The kingdom of the Franks. 

The kingdom of the Britains. 

The kingdom of the Hunns. 

* 9. The kingdom of the Lombards. 

* 10. The kingdom of Ravenna.” 


From the ſame author I find that this diviſion of the Weſtern Empire 


was compleated about the year 408; and as the little horn was to ariſe 
after them, and to grow up amongſt them, we know to a certainty, that 
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we are not to look for it, prior to that æra. This cleventh horn was to 
have eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth ſpeaking great thiugs; 
and his look was more ſtout than his fellows, and he was to ſubdue three 
kings, and to ſpeak great words againſt the Moſt High, and to have 
power for a time, times, and half a time. Sir Iſaac thus explains theſe 
paſſages: © Kings are put for kingdoms as above; and therefore the 
little horn is a little kingdom. It was a horn of the fourth Beaſt, and 
te rooted up three of his firſt horns ; and therefore we are to look for it 
among the nations of the Latin Empire, after the riſe of the ten horns. 
But it was a kingdom of a different kind from the other ten kingdoms ; 
having a life or ſoul peculiar to itſelf, with eyes and a mouth. By 
its eyes it was a ſeer; and by its mouth ſpeaking great things, an 
changing times and laws, it was a prophet as well as a king. 
And ſuck a ſeer, a prophet, and a king, is the church of Rome.” 

For the fuller examination of the riſe of the Papal power, I muit now 
turn to the Revelation of St. John. In his thirteenth chapter and 1ſt 
verſe, are theſe words, © And I ſaw a wild Beaſt ariſe up out of the ſea, 
« having ſeven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, 
„and upon his heads the names of Blaſphemy.” In the fiſth verſe, 
« And there was given unto him a mouth, ſpeaking great things, and 
* pblaſphemies; and power was given unto him forty and two months.” 
In the ſeventh verſe, © And it was given unto him to make war with 
* the ſaints, and to overcome them.” Now, this is only a fuller deſcrip- 
tion of the little horn of Daniel ; and we find from it,. that time, times, 
and half a time, are forty and two months. In the ſeventeenth chapter 
of Revelation, the Papal power is more fully deſcribed under the name 
of Babylon and the great Whore ; and the ſeven heads are thus explained, 
verſe the ninth: © Here is the mind that has wiſdom. The ſeven heads 
are ſeven mountains, on which the Woman fits :” and the eighteenth 
verſe ſays, © And the Woman which thou ſaweſt, is that great city 
which reigns over the kings of the earth.” Which anſwers to Rome. 
and to no other place whatſoever. 
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But as theſe paſſages of ſcripture deſcribe the Papal power; ſo doth the 
twelſch chapter point out the progreſs of the true church, under the name 
of a Woman cloathed with the ſun, and the moon under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve ſtars. Now, we are told, this Woman 
is to go into the wilderneſs, where ſhe was to be nouriſhed for a time, 
times, and half a time. This is juſt the period that the little horn, or 
falſe church is to have power. As therefore the Woman is to go into 
diſtreſs, when the Papal power ariſes, if we can find out a date, before 
which 1t 18 foretold that the Woman goes into the wilderneſs, a new 
light will be thrown on the riſe of the Beaſt. 


The fourteenth verſe of the twelfth chapter of the Revelation ſays, 
| Aud to the Woman were given two wings of a great Eagle, that ſhe 
I might fly into the wilderneſs, into her place; where ſhe is nouriſhed 
* for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the ſerpent.” 

Now the Eagle was the well known ſtandard of the Roman power, and 

might well denote the Roman Empire: and its being divided into Eaſtern 

and Weſtern, is finely figured under the deſcription of two wings. There- 

4 fore the Woman was to go into the wilderneſs, and the Beaſt to ariſe 

; whilſt the Weſtern Empire exiſted ; for after it expired the Eagle had but 
one wing, The deſtruction of the Weſtern Empire was in the year 476; 

and conſequently the riſe of the Beaſt muſt have been before that zra. 

4 And we have already aſcertained, that it was ſubſequent to the year 
* 408. | 


By the couqueſts made by different Barbarians prior to the year 408, 
we find the kingdom of Ravenna, the ſole territory that acknowledged 
the weſtern emperor. Rome was a part of it, but the emperor made 

4 Ravenna the ſeat of government, as a place of greater ſecurity. In the 
1 vears 451, 45 2, and 453, Attila ſtill farther weakened this declining pow- 
er; but in the year 455, it received its fatal blow from the hands of 
Genſeric, king of the Vandals. In this year he took the city of Rome, 
and ſacked it for fourteen days together, not even ſparing its moſt ſacred 
places. The Biſhop of Rome was however far from ſuffering in his 
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power, by this calamity ; but on the contrary, it laid the foundation 
of his greatneſs. Ignorance and barbariſm were every where eſtabliſhed 
throughout what had been the weſtern empire. But moſt of theſe con- 


querors became idolatrous chriſtians ; and their being at once illiterate 


and ſuperſtitious, made them ready to receive the moſt abſurd and extra- 
vagant doctrines. This ſubverſion of the weſtern empire, was abſolutely 
neceſſary to the riſe of the little horn; for amongſt the enlightened and 
poliſhed Romans, it could never have flouriſhed. The taking of Rome 
in the year 455, with the ravages committed, was one of the moſt dread- 
ful events that had ever happened to that capital. By it alſo the ſolid 
foundation of the falſe church was eſtabliſhed, and from that time we 
ſhall ſee it in the dark ages that followed, gradually rifing to its ſummit. 
It is in this year therefore, that I place the abonunation that maketh 
deſolate, and from it I ſhall give you a conciſe hiſtory of the Papal 
power. e | 

Leo, the firſt, and ſirnamed the great, was raiſed to the See of Rome 
in the year 440. One of his predeceſſors named Damaſus, had obtained 


an edict from the emperors Gratian and Valentiman, in the year 378, 01 


379, by which the power of the biſhop of Rome was greatly inlarged. 


But the authority claimed by the biſhops of Rome, under this edit, was 


ſcarcely any where admitted, and Leo, in the year 44.5, therefore thought 
proper to obtain a new one, to the ſame effect, from Valentinian the third. 
In the year 451, a council was held at Chalcedon, of the chriſtian biſhops 
of both eaſtern and weſtern empires ; and Leo inſtead of going in perſon, 
ſent his legates. They were permitted to prelide, and in the condemna- 
tion of Dioſcorus, a biſhop, are theſe remarkable words : * Leo, the 
„ moſt holy archbiſhop of great and old Rome, by us (his delegates) 
and this ſacred aſſembly, together with the moſt bleſſed Apolile, St. 
Peter, who is the rock, the ground of the catholic church, and the 
'* foundation of the true faith, bereaveth him of all his dignity.” No 
general council had before paid ſuch honours to the biſhop of Rome, or 


to far admitted his ſapremacy. But Leo and his legates were extremely 
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angry, and abſolutely proteſted againſt another decree of this aſſembly, 


which afferted that the ſee of Conſtantinople, was next in place, and 


equal 11 diguity to that of Rome. The papal power was therefore not 
yet abſolutely riſen, though on the eve of it; and this 13 a farther con- 
firmation of the taking of Rome, in the year 455, being the event from 
which the time, times, and half a time,” are to take their commence- 
ment. Leo himſelf, is a character well fuited to this æra. He was one 
of the ableſt and moſt ambitious of the biſhops of Rome. He openly 
claimed and aſſerted ſuperior power in his ſee ; and the very appellation 
of great, by which he is handed down to poſterity, is an additional 
proof that the bealt aroſe in his pontificate. But when the number of 
years denoted by the expreſſion of © time, times, and half a time,” is ex- 
plained : and when the events of that year in which this period expires 
are examined, we ſhall be ſtill better able to aſcertain the truth of my 
conjecture. e 

I ſhall not attempt a minute detail of the progreſs of the little horn, 
but confine myſelf to its moſt leading features. In the year 503, Theo- 
dorick, king of the Goths, who reſided at Ravenna, and to whom Rome 
was ſubordinate, went to Rome, and prelided in an eccleſiaſtical coun- 
ci], where it was for the firſt time laid down, that the Pope was account- 
able to God only; and this was, in fact, an aſſertion of his infallibility. 
But though ſupreme as to the church, it was not till the year 755, that 
the Pope became a temporal prince. Pope Stephen the third, a little | 
before that time, had ſo much influence, as to oblige Pepin, king of 
France, to croſs the Alps, and engage his enemies, the Lombards. 
From whom Pekin took the exarchate of Ravenna, and the city of Pen- 
tapolis, with its territory, both which he gave to Stephen and his ſuc- 


ceſſors; laying the keys of thoſe cities on the high altar, which is raiſed 


over the tomb of St. Peter. And this was the firſt kingdom which fell 
to the little horn. 


In the years 773 and 774, Charlemagne, the ſon and ſucceſſor of 


Pepin, led a body of forces to ſupport Pope Adrian, who was attacked 


[ ü 
by the Lombards. Charlemagne was ſucceſsful, and overturned their 
kingdom; which, aſter the example of his father, he likewiſe beſtowed 
to the Papal power, and it was the ſecond kingdom that fell to the holy 
ſee. In return, Charlemagne was made Patricius by the Roman people, 


and no new Pope was to be legally clected, until his nomination was 
confirmed by Charlemagne. 


In the year 796, Leo the third was raiſed to the Papal chair. But 
though the Popes were now poſſeſſed of Ravenna, and the kingdom ot 
the Lombards, yet Rome, the place of their reſidence, was governed by 
the ſenate and people. Leo, therefore, ſolicited Charlemagne to ſub- 
Jeet Rome, and to beſtow it on the Popes, though in ſubordiuation to 
himſelf. This application highly irritated the Romans, and accuſing 
Leo of various offences, they forced him to fly. Charlemagne there- 
upon ſent him back in the year 799 with a powerful retinue; and in the 
following year Charlemagne entered Rome himſelf, and preſided in a 
council of Italian and French biſhops; which council declared, that 
Leo's adverſaries could not be heard, becauſe the Pope being the ſu- 
preme judge of all men, was above being judged by any other than 
himſelf. The Pope then made a ſolemn declaration of his innocence, 
and was thereby acquitted. On which three hundred Romans, who 
had been his chief enemies, were in one day beheaded ; ſome of the 
clergy, who had accuſed him, were baniſhed, and Leo was of courſe 
moſt fully reſtated. 


Charlemagne for all this deſerved a recompence from Leo; and the 
weſtern empire, which had been annihilated in 476, was for this pur- 
poſe at leaſt nominally revived. The ſenate and people of Rome there- 
upon created Charlemagne their Emperor; and on Chriſtmas-day, in the 
year 800, he was crowned and anointed by Leo, who on that oecaſion 
worſhipped Charlemagne, after the ſame manner as the former Roman 
Emperors were adored. The coins of Rome afterwards bore the Em— 
peror's image. Charlemagne was allo created Conſul, and his ſon Pepin 
was crowned King of Italy. But with all theſe high. ſounding titles be- 


Ein 
ſtowed on Charlemagne and his ſon, the Pope alone was to be the ſolid 


gainer. Rome and its territory was preſented to Leo and his ſucceſſors; 
and this made the third kingdom which yielded to the little Horn. For 


Rome, after the fall of the kingdom of Ravenna, became an indepen- 


dent ſtate, and remained fo till it was thus ſubjected by Leo and Char- 
lemagne. Charlemagne ſtill further aggrandized the Pope, by obliging 
all the different nations which he conquered to become Chriſtians, and 
as a mark of it, to pay Peter-pence to the head of the church, and 
tithes to the clergy. "Thus this powerful conqueror, who began the 
new Weſtern Empire, which continues to this day, under the general 
name of the Empire of Germany, was the great aggrandizer of the little 


Horn. And tor a time the Popes acknowledged the ſupreme power of 
the ſucceeding Emperors. 


To Leo the third is imputed the origin a kifling the Pope's toe; and 


in his days ſaints began to be e and pardons and ee 
to be granted. 


Ludovicus Pius, the fon and fucceſſor of Charlemagne, confirmed all 
the donations of his father and grandfather to the holy fee. In this con- 
firmation he firſt names Rome, with its dutchy, extending into Tuſcany 
and Campania. Then the Exarchate of Ravenna and Pentapolis. And 
laſtly the territories taken from the Lombards. Theſe were to be held 
of the Emperor for the uſe of the church, without the Emperor's 
meddling therewith, or with the juriſdiction or power of the Pope there- 
in, unlels called thereto in certain caſes. From this time forth the Popes 


coined money ; the Emperor's effigy being on one fide, and their own 


on the reverſe. By theſe three territories they had a right to a triple 
crown, which they afterwards put on. And thus. without intending it, 
they bear a conſtant memorial, that the Papal power is the little Horn 


olf Daniel, and the wild Beaſt of St. John, before whom three king- 


doms ſhould fall. 


This aſtoniſhing power, 1 was founded on A and ſuper- 
ſtition, was ſtill encreaſing; till at length, under the minority of the Em- 
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peror Henry the ſourth, it attaincd its ſummit. In the year 1061, 
Pope Alexander the ſecond was elected, and for the firſt time ſince Char- 
lemagne the Emperor's confirmation was laid aſide. The guardians of 
the young Henry thereupon called the council of Baſil, and few but the 
Emperor's friends attending, Alexander was depoſed and another 
elected. But Alexander deſpiſed their mandates, and continued in his 
ollice. Hildebrand, who was Alexander's adviler, on his death was 
raiſed to the Popedom, under the title of Gregory the ſeventh. He in- 
ſtantly aſſerted the ſupremacy of the Pope over all Chriſtian Princes. 
He declared that no layman bad a riglit to preſent to benefices, and tha! 
he would excommunicate whoever dared to do fo. So far was he from 
aſking the young Emperor to confirm his power, that he openly accuſ- 


ed Henry of diſobedience, by preſenting to vacaut benctices, ard ſum— 


moned him to come before him to anſwer for his conduct. And on 
Henry's refuſal, Gregory excommunicated and depoſed him, at the ſame 
time abſolving all his ſubjects ſrom their allegiance. 
Henry at firſt deſpiſed theſe proceedings. But to ſuch a degree had 
the Papal power ariſen, over the conſeiences of ignorant and liuperl ti 
tious men, that the crown of the Emperor tottered on his head. tle 
was forced to ſubnmut; and ſet out for Italy to implore the forgivenels of 
the Holy Father. And Gregory, to ſhew the extenſiveneſs of his power, 
though it was in the depth of winter, kept the Emperor for three days 
and three nights, bare-footed and bare-headed, before the gates of the 
palace where he then reſided; after which Henry was admitted, and re- 


ceived the Pope's pardon, From this period, for ſeveral centuries, the 


will of the Pope became almoſt the law of Europe; and there was not a 
itate within the bounds of the Weſtern Empire, that did not more or 
leſs experience the moſt extravagant exertions of his power. 

Towards the cloſe of the twelfth century, a little light pervaded gs 
dreadiul darkneſs. A people called the Albigenſes, who inhabited part, 


of Piedmont and Languedoc, declared againſt the Papa! power, aud 


aſſerted that Scripture alone was the true rule of coudutt. On this in 


"_ 
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quiſitors were ſent to try all who aſſerted ſuch doctrines, and the neigh- 
bouring Princes aſſiſting the Pope, thouſands of theſe faithful witneſſes 
of the truth were burned to aſhes, or periſhed by the ſword. Thus be- 
gan the inquiſition; and regular inquiſitors were afterwards eſtabliſhed 


in different cities, as the ſupport of the Papacy from time to time re- 
quired them. 


In the year 1138, a very material change took place in the election 
of Popes. Before this, the Pope was choſen by the people of Rome. 
But this right was now transferred to the Cardinals, a body of clergy 
next in dignity to the head of the church. In 1216, it was allo eſta— 
bliſhed, that two thirds of the Cardinals muſt agree before any election 


was valid; and at this time the Cardinals were no more than fixteen in 
number. 


In the year 1378, on the vacancy of the Papal chair, a terrible ſchiſm 
took place amongſt the Cardinals, and to the great diſgrace of their 


body, each party nominated a Pope. The different nations of Chriſten- 


dom alſo divided, and ſome acknowledged the Pope who reſided at 


Rome, whilſt others believed in the infallibility of him who fixed his re- 


ſidence at Avignon. The death of one of theſe Popes by no means ſet- 
tled this ſchiſm ; for the Cardinals of that faction elected another, and 
the oppohte Cardinals, when an opportunity offered, followed the ex- 
ample. Two infallible Popes were thus continued till the year 1409, 
when a general council was called at Piſa. Theſe delegates of Chriſten- 
dom depoled both the then Popes, and elected a third. But this, fo 
far from healing the dreadful wound which had been given to the 
infallibility of the Papacy, only increaſed it. All three afferted, and 


exerciſed their power, and each of them found themſelves at the head 
of numerous partizans. 


To find a remedy for ſuch diſorders, the council of Conſtance was 
called in the year 1414, and being one of the greateſt that had ever al- 
ſembled, its deciſion was carried into execution. The three Popes were 
depoſed, and a new one elected; and after a little time his authority 


oy 


EET 


was univerſally acknowledged. But a ſevere blow was now given to 
the Papal infallibility ; for it was at this meeting declared, that the de. 
ciſion of a general council was ſuperior to that of the Pope. This was 
a very different language from that uſed by the council at which Char 
lemagne, in the year 800, prefided ; where it was laid down, —That tha 
Pope, being the ſupreme judge of all men, was above being judged by 
any other than himſelf. 

Some time before the council of Conſtance, Joux Wickltrr, of 0 
ford in England, boldly attacked the Papal power; and though hi: 
doctrine was condemned ir his own country, yet it ſpread 1nto the con- 
tinent. Jotun Huss of Prague was one of Wicklitt's ſtrenuous follow- 
ers; and JEROME, the diſciple of Hufs, was equally bold in the ſame 
opinion. Thele two were ſummoned to anſwer for their hereſy belore 
this council, and the then Emperor, Charles the fourth, having promis 
ed them ſafety, both attended. Huſs moſt undauntedly afferted reaſon 
and ſcripture, againſt the abominable tenets of the Beaſt; and being 
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condemned to be burnt, he ſuffered martyrdom in the vear 1415, 3 
did his diſciple Jerome ſoon after, notwithſtanding the promiſe of thei; 
Emperor. Their doctrines however furvived them, and in the next cen 


tury they were to have a number of imitators. 

In the year 1513, Leo the tenth aſcended the Papal chair. He wa 
one of the moſt voluptuous and expenſive of men; and was obliged to 
teek every means by which money could he raiſed. One of the greateſt 
fources of the Papal revenue was the ſale of indulgences, pardons, aud 
ablolutions: and to ſuch an excels was this ariſcn, that a table was 
hung up in the Roman Chancery with the price of every crime. Dr. 
Robertſon, in his hiſtory of Charles the fifth, gives the following {p2ci- 
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men.—A deacon guilty of murder was abſoived for twenty crowns. 4 


hiſhop or abbot might aſſallinate for three hundred livres. An eccle- 
naſtic might commit uncleanneſs, though with the molt aggravating cir- 
cumſtances, for the ſame ſum; and io of other crimes. Leo therefore 
reſolved to uſe this mode of raihng money in the moſt extenſive man- 
5 
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ner. The uſual way was only to fell pardons for patt offences ; but to 


diſpoſe of a privilege during the life of the purchaſer, to commit every 


ſpecies of crimes, without fear of future puniſhment, muſt be infinitely 
more productive. It is true, this was encroaching on the fund of his 


ſucceſſors, but Leo's wants were prefling ; aud the following is a copy 


of ore of theſe inſtruments, which I take from the 79th page of the 
ſecond volume of Robertſon's hiſtory of Charles the filth. 


* May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt have mercy upon thee, and abſolve 
thee by the merits of his molt holy paſhon. And I (ths PERSON 


and Paul, and of the moſt holy Pope, granted and committed to me 
in thele parts, do abſolve thee, firſt, from all eccleſiaſtical cenſures, 
in whatever manner they have been incurred, and then from all thy 
fins, tranſgreſſions, and exceſſes, how enormous ſoever they may be; 
even from ſuch as was reſerved for the coguizance of the holy ſee: 
And as far as the keys of the holy church extend, I remit to you all 
puniſhment which you deſerve 1n purgatory on their account. And 
I reſtore you to the holy ſacraments of the church, to the unity of 
the faithful, and to that innocence and purity which you poſſeſſed at 


if you ſhall not die at preſent, this grace ſhall remain in full force 


„the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt.” 


The ſale of indulgences had uſually been given to the Anguſtine 


Friars; but Leo now thought proper to intruſt them to the Dominicans. 
This molt highly offended the Auguſtines, and one of them, whoſe name 
was MaRTIN Lu TUER, determined to attack the efficacy of indulgences 
altogether. In his purſuit of this ſubject, various other things belonging 


to the Papacy appeared to him equally contrary to {ſcripture ; and art 
length be boldly aſſerted that the Pope was Anti-Chriſt. 


WHO SOLD THEM) by his authority, that of his bleſſed apoſtles Peter 


baptiſm; ſo that when you die, the gates of puniſhment ſhall be | 
ſhut, and the gates of the paradiſe of delight thall be opened. And 


when you are at the point of death. In the name of the Father, and 
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Many things had prepared the way for a revolt from the church ot 
Rome. Two or three Popes at a time, and the deciſion of the council 
of Conſtance, had given a fatal blow to the infallibility of the Papacy. 
The lives of many of the Popes had been moſt notoriouſly protligate, aud 
their claims to peculiar piety were thereby reudered ridiculous. But 
the greateſt enemy of all to the Papacy was the Art of Pzintixs, 
which had lately been found out. Before that, books of all kinds were 
ſcarce, and very few of the laity could either write or read. The 
prieſts, therefore, to whom what little knowledge was then in Chriſten- 
dom was confined, made their hearers believe whatever they thought 
proper. The whole fabrick of Auti-Chrilt was founded on the igno- 
rance which prevailed, and with the increale of knowledge it was to 
moulder away. = 

Luther ſoon found himſelf ſupported by numbers; and amongſt his 
followers, there were ſome of the higheſt rank. He now tranſlated the 
Holy Scriptures into the German language, and having printed an edi- 
tion of it, copies were had at a trivial expence. All who could read 
eagerly peruſed theſe ſacred Truths, which had been ſo long confined to 
the dead languages, and perverted by an avaricious and diflolute clergy. 
The Reformiſts, therefore, every day gained ground, and Leo in vain 
thundered out his bulls, and lighted his faggots. Zuinglius, and after 
him Calvin preached the Reformation with ſucceſs in Switzerland. 
Denmark and Sweden embraced Lutheraniſm. Multitudes in France 
| were converted; and Henry the eighth of England, though not from 
religious motives, in the year 1534, threw off the Papal yoke. 

But the Popes of the 16th and 17th centuries did not tamely fubmit 
to this diminution of their power. All thoſe Princes who ſtill acknow- 
ledged the fee of Rome, were encouraged to the moſt crucl perſecutious 
of ſuch of their ſubjects as embraced the Reformation. "Thouſands upon 


. thouſauds were burned at the ſtake, glonoully preferring death with 


truth, to life and falſhood. Then was ſeen the © ſcarlet whore. 


e drunken with the blood of the ſaints:“ and the prophetic character 


E 


winch was drawn of the Papacy in Daniel, and the Apocalypſe of St. 
John, ſeems rather the hiſtory than the prediction of its cruelties. But 
all its bloody machinations were in vain, and the real power of the 
Beaſt was ſoon to be no more. 


Of all the countries which embraced the Reformation, Gzzar BRL. 

ral was the moſt formidable. Indeed ſince the glorious reign of Eli- 

zabeth, it has been the greateſt nation of Europe, if not of the world. 
It was therefore in fact by the power of theſe iſlands that the Papacy 
received its overthrow. But before that was accompliſhed, many 
ſtruggles took place. The bloody Mary, iuſtigated by the fee of Rome, 
let looſe both fire and ſword. James the firſt, and the Lords and Com- 
mons of England narrowly eſcaped the gunpowder plot. The Proteſ- 
tant Religion was in the utmoſt danger on the ſucceſſion of James the 
ſecond, until it was reſcued by the Revolution of 1688. Aud it could 
not be ſaid to be firmly eſtabliſhed till the year 1715, when, by the 
deleat of a Popith Pretender, the Hanoverian ſucceſſion was confirmed 
on the throne. This was not merely a diſpute between two competi— 
tors for a crown; it was a conteſt between the little Horn and the true 
Church. Had a Popiſh Prince ſucceeded, he would have eſtabliſhed 
his own religion; and the Proteſtant ſtates of the Continent, wanting 
| the ſupport of Great Britain, would have been over-powered. Here 
then is a moſt marked event as to the Papacy; and by it, in my Opi— 
nion, the period which Daniel ſays, the little Horn was to have power 
did actually expire. 

The little Horn of Daniel was to have power for a time, times, and 
half a time. The wild beaſt of the Revelation, which is clearly the 
fame, was to have power for forty and two months. At twelve months 
to the year this is three years and one half. And at thirty days to each 
month, Which was the old calculation, it makes 1260 days. This is 
{till further explained in the 12th chapter of the Revelation, - in deſcrib- 
ing the woman's going into the wilderneſs, for by the 14th verſe, The 
woman is nouriſhed for a time, times, and half a time. And in the 
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6th verſe a deſcription of the ſame thing is in theſe words : © And the 
« woman fled into the wilderneſs, where ſhe has a place prepared of 
« God, that they ſhould feed her a thouſand two hundred and three- 
« ſcore days.” We therefore know to a certainty, that time, times, 
and half a time, ſtands for 1260 days, and days iu prophetic language 


are years. From the year 455, to the year 1715, is exactly that ſpace 


of time. A moſt marked event begins and ends this period. It an- 
ſwers to the riſe and decline of the Papacy, Aud well may the Woman 
or True Church be ſaid to have gone into the wilderneſs, under Leo 
the Great, and to have come out of it, when by the firm eſtabliſhment 
of the Hanoverian ſucceſſion, all who ſought Truth could with ſafety in- 
veſtigate the Holy Scriptures in Great Britain. 

But it will be ſaid, the year 1715 is paſt, and the Papal Power is 
fill in exiſtence, nor is the Millennium yet arrived. True. And fo has 
Scripture denoted. In the viith chapter of Daniel, and the 26th verſe, 

are theſe words: © But the judgment ſhall fit, and they ſhall take 
away his dominion to deſtroy it unto the end.” This is ſaid of the 
little Horn, after having declared it ſhould have power for a time, times, 


and half a time. Its deſtruction therefore was not to be inftant, but 


gradual ; and by two ſubſequent paſſages in Daniel, I think the very date 
of the eſtabliſhment of God's kingdom upon earth is clearly revealed. 
In the eleventh verſe of the laſt chapter of Daniel, and thoſe which 
follow, it is thus written: © And from the time that the daily facritice 
„ ſhall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh deſolate lct up, 
there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred and ninety days. Bleſſed is he 
that waiteth and cometh to the thouſand three hundred and tive and 
“and ſtand in thy lot at the end of the days.” The 1260 years of the 
little Horn's power, and theſe two periods take their commencement from 
the ſame year; for the little Horn was the very abomination that maketh 
defolate. The 1290 years therefore fell in the year 1745, when a new, 
though ſtill more futile attempt was made to ſet aſide the Hanoverian 
G 


thirty days. But go thou thy way, till the end be : for thou ſhalt reſt, 
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ſucceſhon, and to place the Britiſh ſceptre in the hands of a Popiſh Prince. 
But in theſe thirty years, from the year 1715, the Pope had not been able 
to raiſe any public perſecution againſt Proteſtants in any country whatſo- 
ever; nor did he attempt to exerciſe any dominion 11 regard to tempo- 
ral affairs. And though he retained his territories, and was acknow- 


ledged in ſeveral countries, as the head of the Church, yet the won- 
derſul power of the beaſt was expired. 


The laſt period of 1335 years from the abomination that maketh de- 
ſolate being ſet up, ends in the year 1799, and is juſt forty-five years 
more than the ſecond. Daniel 1s then to ſtand in his lot, and is to be 
blefſed ; which exactly auſwers to the commencement of the Millennium 
and the firſt Reſurrection, as deſcribed in the xxth chapter of Revela- 


tions. Since the year 1745, the decline of the Papacy has been aftoniſh- 


ingly rapid. The Jeſuits, who began in 1537, under Ignatius Loyola, 


and who were the great ſupport of the Romith See, in theſe latter days 


aboliſhed. The inquilitions either let aſide, or only employed as tem- 


poral courts. The preſent great and reſpectable Emperor of the Weſt, 
gradually overturning the ſmall remains of the Papal authority. The 
other day, even 1n Rome, the Pope defeated in a ſuit for property. 
Where then is now the power which could dethrone kings—abſolve ſub- 
jects from their allegiance—raiſe immenſe ſums by the ſale of a right to 
commit offences—commuit thouſands to the flames by the efficacy of its 
bulls—and execute every ſpecies of the moſt abſolute and dreadful ty- 
ranny ?—Has not © the Judgment fat,” which is to annihilate the little 
Horn? And is it not already on the point of diffolution ? 


There is another prophecy of Daniel, which tells the time that was 
to elapſe, before che final deſtruction of the Papal power. In the third 


vear of king Belſhazzar, Daniel, as you will find in his eighth chapter, 


had a viſion, which begins with the riſe of the Medo-Perſian Empire, 


and ends with a deſcription of the Papal power, which was to ſtand up 


_ againſt the prince of princes, and be broken without hand. And in 
the thirteenth verſe of that chapter are theſe words, © Then I heard 
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«„ one ſaint ſpeaking, and another ſaint ſaid unto that certain ſaint which 
“ ſpake, How long ſhall be the viſion concerning the daily ſacrifice, 


« and the tranſgreſſion of deſolation, to give both the ſanctuary, and 
© the hoſt to be trodden under foot? And he ſaid unto me, Unto 
e two thouſand three hundred days: then ſhall the ſanctuary be cleanſ- 
« ed.” Now you will obſerve, that the three periods which I have al- 
ready treated of, and which are ſo much ſhorter than this one, had all 
their date, from the abomination which maketh defolate. But the ſaint's 
queſtion is, How long ſhall be the vition concerning the chief things 
which it treats of, and we find the anſwer is conformable, being for no 
leſs than 2300 years. Theſe years therefore commence at the time 
Daniel ſaw the viſion, which was about 550 years before Chriſt, and 
they ended about the year 1750. The expreſſion in Dauiel is, that at the 
expiration of thoſe days, the ſanctuary ſhould be cleanſed. Now it is 


the beaſt that defileth the ſanctuary! With its fall the ſanctuary may 


well be ſaid to be cleanfed, and theſe 2300 years do actually end in 
the laſt 45 years of the exiſtence of the little Horn, according to my 
former explanation. SL 


Some will perhaps alledge, that I date the 2300 years erroneouſly : 1 


ſhall therefore give an additional reaſon why they muſt at all events be 
now expired. All muſt allow that theſe years commenced before the 
firſt great event contained in that viſion. This was the riſe of the Medo- 


Perſian Empire; and it was founded by Cyrus 536 years before Chriſt. 


Therefore, even in this way, the 2300 years are expired, and the ſanc- 
tuary is now cleanſing. That the Papal power has ariſen, paſſed its 


ſummit, and gone into decay, is beyond all doubt. That with its de- 


ſtruction, the ſecond coming of Chriſt and the Millennium will happen, 


is one of the cleareſt parts of Prophecy. That the 2300 years are ex- 
pired, will ſcarcely be denied. That the events, which mark the two 


firſt periods I treated of, moſt wonderfully correſpond, will I truſt be 
admitted. And that the forty years which are paſſed, of the Jaſt forty- 
five ycars, are truly applicable, will not be controverted. Add to all 
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theſe prooſs, the extraordinary circumſtances which have ariſen in the 
courle of a few years paſt. The hurricanes, peſtilences, famines, and 
epidemic diſeaſes which have abounded—The earthquakes in Calabria 
and Sicily, and in a variety of other places—The new planet which has 
been diſcovered—The ball of fire, which, in 1783, was ſeen at the ſame 
time in almoſt every part of Great Britain and Ireland: —In the ſpring 


of-the ſame year, of a clear night, with neither cloud nor moon, a per- 


fect ſteady bow, of a pale colour, but about the breadth of a rainbow, 
extended from the caſt to weſt, and was ſeen by numbers in Ireland. — 
A ſimilar bow was ſeen at night in America the Auguſt following 
This laſt ſpring, at noon-day, and without a cloud in the ſky, there 
were obſerved at Moſcow, three circles round the ſun, with five ſmaller 
ſuns, and a creſcent under them. Beſides innumerable other Meteors 
in various countries, though of leſs magnitude. 


Before the ſecond coming of Cux1s'r, we are told in St. Luke, there 
ſhall be various aſtoniſhing things, and bid to look up when thele things 
begin to come to paſs; for then our Redemption draweth nigh. And 


: ſurely we have every reaſon to believe that theſe are the times 


LET US THEN WATCH AND BE PREPARED. 
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IN FOUR BOOKS 


FIRST BOOK. 


A LMIGHT Y Father / to my pray'r attend! 

Thy glory will I make my joyful theme, 

If language worthy of the bold attempt, 

Shall ſwell my numbers, and inſpire my ſong. 

Almighty Father“ aid my pen! ambitious 

To proclaim, Prophetic Truth: and to declare 
H 
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The wonders John foretold in part fulfill'd, 
And ſoon to be in all. E'en now, the fire 
For Babylon doth blaze. Calabria now, * 
Gives dreadful warning. Devoted wretches, hear ! 
All idle, oftentatious worſhip, ceaſe. 
The mock'ry of perfidious teachers, leave. 
Thoſe ſimple truths, the bleſfed Jeſus taught, 
Sink in your minds, and cleanſe your inmoſt hearts, 
That you may worſhip God, in perfect truth, 
And by repentance turn the wrath Divine. 

When great Meſſiah had perform'd the work 
Of man's ſalvation---Prophetic John was ſhewn, 
What ſhould befall, in after times---That then, 


The faithful, ſhould well know their Lord's approach : 


Who comes to conquer vice, and wage juſt war, 


= It is allowed by all Commentators, that the Babylon mentioned in 


St. John's Revelation means Rome; which, at the ſecond coming of 


Chriſt is to be deſtroyed by fire. The late earthquakes in Calabria and 
Sicily, ariſing from ſubterraneous conflagrations, ſeem to point out the ſe- 
cond cauſe by which this Prophecy will be accompliſhed, as they happen- 
ed ſo near that capital. And from the great length of time that the Vol- 
canoes of Etna and Veſuvius have exiſted, it is probable a great part of 
both Sicily and Italy are internally conſuming at the preſeut moment. 
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Gainſt tyrants, and their ſlaves. Who comes triumphant, 
To reward thoſe righteous men, that dar'd t'avow 

His glorious works, before an heathen world ; 

And life, for truth, contemn'd. That dar'd the flames 
Of Antichriſt, and all his impious pow'r ; 

Rais'd up by fire and ſword, upon that faith, 

Which ſpeaks of nought, but peace, and boundleſs love. 
Oh! how {ſhall thoſe, whoſe knowledge did unfold, 
The ſacred page, of bleſſed Mary's ſon, 
Account for truth perverted, to the blind race, 


Of uninſtructed men? Ye, ye falſe ſhepherds, 


Tremble---For your Maſter's vengeance is at hand. 
Let him, who doubts of Revelation, ſeek--- 


And he ſhall find. If 'twas long ſince reveal'd, 
What after times ſhould bring---who then ſhall doubt? 
Who, but th' Almighty God of all, could ſay, 
What diſtant periods ſhould produce? E'en now, 


The ſcatter'd Jews confirm the Chriſtian Faith. + 


+ The Jews were, for their wickedneſs, to be ſcattered over the 
face of the earth—to be every where found, but to have a reſting place 
no where—to be a by-word, and a ſcorn to all people, and to continue fo 
till the times of the Gentiles ſhould be fulfilled. Thus did Moſes prophe- 
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I | Where is their nation now ? As 'twas foretold, 
=, They wander over all the regions round, 

When Julian, the Apoſtate, would have built 
Their temple up again, to overthrow 

Theſe truths divine---the fire, obedient burſt 7 ; 
From heav'n and earth, and ſtop'd the vain attempt. 


What leſs than inſpiration, could foretell 
The pow'r of Antichriſt ? Who, in Chriſt's name, 


Should raiſe up pride, revenge, and horrid war- 


| 
| Set nation againſt nation---man 'gainſt man=-- | 
'| | j 
i j \,, more than 3299 years ago—and Chriſt himſelf particularly pointed | 
, | out the calamities that were to befall them. It is now very near 1700 
TY years ſince they ceaſed to be a nation; and all theſe predictions have been 
* 1 0 literally fulfilled, that the words of Moſes would at this day ſtand for 
00 a brief and true hiſtory of that people. What has happened to them as 
# | unprecedented in the annals of the world. And the fate of the Houle of 
Ifrael, has been, and is a ſtanding miracle, in ſupport of the Holy Scrip- N 
LUres. | | | | K 
1 l + After Conſtantine the Great had eſtabliſhed Chriſtianity throughout 
. the Roman Empire, the Emperor julian, one of his immediate ſucceſſors, |} 


apoſtatiſed from it. It was well known, that according to Prophecy, the 

Jewiſh nation could not be reſtored till the ſecond coming of Chriſt. Ju- 
lian, therefore, reſolved to falſify Scripture by rebuilding the temple, and _ | 
by reſtoring the Jews. But the workmen employed in the firſt being ſtop- | 
% ped by miraculous fires, the whole ſcheme was abandoned. Wn as 
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And looſen ev'ry bond of human life.“ 

Who the falſe Prophet could foreſee, ſave God ? + 
Ye Infidels ! go read Prophetic Writ ; 
And when ye find that almoſt all's fulfill d--- 


Your garments watch, and think of what remains. J 


When Vice is at its height Meſſiah comes--- 
Thruſts in the fickle, and the vintage reaps. 
Is Vice then at its height ? Oh painful taſk ! 
To paint the crimes that flouriſh all around. 
O where {hall I begin ! What country claims 
The damn'd pre-eminence of guilty deeds ? 


The perverſion of Chriſtianity by the Papal Power was ſorctold, beth, 
in the Old and New Teſtament; particularly in Daniel and Revelations. 
And it is agreed by all Proteſtant Commentators, to be the myſtical Anti- 
chriſt. | | : 


+ In the gth Chapter of Revelations to the. 12th verſe, the Arabs wit! 
Mahomet are plainly deſcribed, and his falſe doctrines are figured by the 
ſmoke aſcending out of the bottomleſs pit. 


All Commentators, amongſt whom is the great Sir Iſaac New tor, 
conceive that every thing in Revelation, prior to the feventh Angel found- 


ing his trumpet, is accompliſhed. And whenever that happens, the na- 


tions of this world are to become the kingdoms of our Lord and of Eis 


Chriſt. 
"F 
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O Italy! too plainly it is thine; 
In thec, degraded man retains his form, 
Whilſt reaſon rules no more. Polluted race ! 
Where man, and beaſt, unnatural luſt ſupplies. 
Where female honor, and connubial love, 
Are now unknown. Where vile aſſaſſins ſtand, 
The ready inſtruments of death. And where 
The ſubtle poiſon yields a ſure revenge. 
Religion too is made a thing of ſale, 
And traflicks with the ſouls of guilty men. 

In order next, is that tyrannic throne, 
By Mahomet uprear'd. Beneath whoſe laws 
The Chriſtian faith's o'erturn'd, e'en on that ſpot 
Where its meek Author ſhed his precious blood. 
To other crimes, 'tis alſo added there, 
That women are denied all right of choice, 
And deem'd but beaſts of nobler form. There too 
The infant male, Nature's diſtinction loſes, 
To afford ſecurer guards to female charms. 
And thus each ſex, in thouſands, are depriv'd 
The choiceſt bleſſings of indulgent Heay'n. 
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Thy crimes, O Rome! and thine Conſtantinople, 
In ev'ry nation's found---tho' leaſt in thoſe 
Where freedom yields inſtruction to mankind. 

Here then, where freedom boaſts ſuperior pow'r--- 


Where all may read the Goſpel's glorious page, 


And ſtudy truths divine---If here Vice triumphs ? 


O where, on earth, doth virtue raiſe her throne ? 
Is then Religion in our Ifles rever'd ? | 

No, no, it is the ſcoff of rank and pride : 

From the politer circles baniſh'd far, 

And term'd a wild chimera of the brain, 

In humbler life, of 1 imitation fond, 

'Tis either unbeliev'd, or diſobey a” 

The few, who glory in a Chriſtian's name, 

And in the face of ſcorn avow their Lord; 

Enthuſiaſts--hypocrites--or mad, are deem'd. 

Not ev'n the Clergy feel the truths they ſpcak--- 

Or if they feel, where 1 is their practice ſeen? 

Biſhops, with pride, on poverty look down. 


Their pamper'd tables, and their ſplendid boards, 


Not for the poor, but for the rich are ſpread : 
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Humility and meekneſs thrown aſide, 
Ambition, wealth, and honors they purſue. 
Th' inferior Priefthood imitate too well, 
And tithes, not ſouls, engage their ſelfiſh views. 
They teach, indeed, unbounded charity ; 
With patience under ev'ry earthly woe: 
Then roll in ſtate to their luxurious homes, 
And revel on the labours of the poor. 
Doth Patriotiſm ſpread its bleſſings round, 


And private yield to public good ? For Chriſt 


True patriotiſm knew. EF'en in that hour, 

When the blind Jews their Saviour led to death ; 
Above revenge, he for his country wept. 

Here too, that Saviour 1s denied. Here too, 

Doth faction rule, and all have ſelfiſh views. 

No more the Senate meets in chaſte debate, 

To weigh their country's good. No more the heart 
Inſpires the Patriot's tongue. Who's in, who's out- 
The cauſe of all. Where great the pow'r of ſpeech, 


The greater the reward its party pays. 


Thoſe talents, which their God on each beſtow'd, 


A P 69 Ro 


Are turn'd againſt their Maker's will---are bought, 
In low ſervility to ſpeak whate'er 
The tool of State demands. For this, do wealth 
And honors wait. For this, the plunder'd poor--- 
The uſeleſs place---the penſion undeſery'd. 
Stars---Ribbons---Titles---are for this beſtow'd. 
Corruption like an eagle ſpreads its wings, 
And darkens ere it pounces on its prey. 

The laws are hateful---1nhumanly ſevere--- 


For ev'ry trifle, blood. For ſheep, or oxen, 


Blood muſt flow. For a few paltry guineas---blood. 


Thro' all the penal page, tis nought but blood. 
The laws of property, complex and dark ; 
Unknown ev'n to the ſages of the bar--- 


For who will ſay he underſtands the laws ? 


Folio on folio riſes---caſe on caſe--- 
And the long labours of a lengthen'd life, 


Too little to peruſe the rule of right. 


How can the poor thro! all theſe mazes gain, 
That retribution which may be their due? 


Vain the attempt---and here, where Freedom boats 
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Her ſeat---the laws are tools of proud oppreſſion, 
And poverty precludes from ſacred juſtice. 

The private to the public guilt keeps pace--- 
Gold, the firſt object deem'd---and penury, 
The greateſt ſhame. Tho' fraud--tho' rapine raiſe 
To wealth--by all its owner is careſs'd. 
Whilſt poverty doth genius---beauty---hide, 
And renders all perfection void. "Tis wealth 


Our people worſhip. To wealth both high and Jaw = 15 
Both rich and poor do bend the ſuppliant knee. 


When Nebuchadnezzar, in his pride ſet up 
The golden image for his people's god--- 
Fire and furnace to obedience forc'd. 
But here, with zeal unbounded, all adore; 
And proſtrate to their darling idol fall. 
Hence gaming reigns triumphant o'er the land, 
Deteſted ſource of almoſt ev'ry vice! 


For it, the wretched wife neglected lives 
The child untutor'd--and the home forgot. 
For it, the tenant is oppreſs'd--the poor 
Unaided--honeſt induſtry unpaid. 
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For it, the love of country is withdrawn, 
And ev'ry duty both to Cod and man. 

In its foul train are ſuicide and theft-- 
Murder and robbery its followers are-- 
And in the ſettI'd gameſter, we may view 
A damn'd epitome of human guilt. 

Inſtead of gentle love--connubial love-- 
Parent of happineſs and bliſs below-- 
Unbounded luſt and gallantry prevails-- 
Domeſtic peace deſtroys--and in its room 
Malice and rage, ſcorn and reproach ariſe. 
From gallantry, however ſoft in form, 
Remorſe, ſickneſs, and ſorrow amply flow. 
| Aﬀe of the jealous what they feel? Aſk her, 
Who's fall'n beneath the ſnare of artful luſt, 
The feelings of her breaſt? Aſk of the youth, 
Whole giddy ſteps the harlot has decoy'd, 


Struck with diſeaſe, and blaſted ere his prime? 


For theſe, in wretchedneſs, can ſpeak the woes 
That ever muſt await unhallow'd love. 


What is the crime that thrives not in this land? 
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God's holy name blaſphem'd, and ſacred oaths 


A mock'ry made. Envy and calumny--- 
Lying and falſehood---and all the little arts 
Of low ambition, proſper here---Our youth 
Diſſimulation taught, as the beſt line 
To fame and honor--Whilſt true ambition, 
With ſingleneſs of heart, is found no more. 
Say then, what virtues are to theſe oppos'd ?-- 
No virtues, but their ſemblance. Manners refin'd— 
Civility and formal words—mere ſounds— 
Whilſt in the heart 'tis ſelfiſh all. To ſelf 
Is ev'ry look applied. For this, the feaſt 
And flowing bowl, and all attention's paid. 
For this, each art—and bow—and fawning ſmile— 
And all the catalogue of baſe ducett. 
A thing, call'd Honor, takes Religion's Place— | 


(True honor and religion are the ſame) 


This honor in the ſword and piſtol hes. 
If wife, or ſiſter, or a daughter fall, 


Io baſe deſign a prey—'Tis honorable 
If the villain draws his ſword, If at the dice, 
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The gameſter makes th' unwary feel his ſkill, 
And plunders under forms--'Tis honorable, 
If with a trigger he ſupports his claim. 
Nor vice--nor villany-its name retains, 
If he who dares to do them--dares do more, 
Dares to attack the life of him that's wrong'd-- 
And dares, loaded with guilt, to brave his God. 
Such are the ſubſtitutes of virtuous deeds-- 
And ſuch the manners of our Britiſh Iſles. 

No doubt, a righteous few in ev'ry clime, 
Exceptions riſe--who know and practiſe truth. 
Yet who can doubt the fulneſs of theſe times? 


Behold ! Meſhah comes! But ſtop, my muſe— 
Whilſt I, in ſilent pray'r, addreſs the throne 


Of Power Omnipotent. Haply one ray 
Of Light Divine, may brighten this my ſong. 


KILLENNIUVUM 


SECOND BOOK. 


THE awful day's with darkneſs overcaſt. 
The earth's ſuſpended from its wonted courſe. 
The ſun withholds its Iight—and the huge clouds, 
With torrents big, another deluge threaten. 
The forked lightning darts from Pole to Pole— 
Whilſt the loud thunder, upon thunder heap'd, 
Peal, after peal, in long ſucceſſion roars ; © 
And to the world proclaims— THE L1ivixe Gop. 
When mighty Monarchs earthly thrones aſcend, 
Their cannon, with a paltry noiſe, give notice 
To the little circle round—not even heard 


Beyond the narrow limits of the place, 


The dreadful day, which forerurs the ſecond coming is particularly 
pointed out in various paſſages, both in the Old and New Teſtament. Aud 
Chriſt himſelf ſays, the ſun ſhall withhold its light, aud the moon be turn- 
ed into blood, and that it ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch as never was 
before, nor ever will be again. 
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Where the poor pageant of the day's perform'd. 

But here, the firmament doth to the earth 

Re- echo--The earth to its unfathom'd depths 

And all the vaſt immenſity of ſpace 

Hears, and reſounds throughout the univerſe. 
And lo! unſeen by mortal eye, the Lora, 

High in mid air, his everlaſting throne 

Erects. Cherubs on cherubs, throng around 

Seraphs on Seraphs, wait th' Almighty's nod 

Angels-Archangels--and the Hoſts of Heav'n, 

(Endleſs proceſſion) from their ſtarry ſpheres, 

Fill up the glory of their Maker's train. 
Satan, and th' infernal crew that ſcap'd from hell, 

Had in the air for years by ſuff rance dwelt. 

But now they fall, unable to behold Es 

The ſplendour of their God. As with the man 

Who dares to look at the meridian ſun, 

Tho' but a ray to that, which beams around 

The great Creator His weakneſs quick he feels, 


And ſcarce is ſav'd from utter darkneſs--ſo now 


Doth Satan, with averted look, deſcend 
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To earth--and murmurs at his fall'n greatneſs. 

To him, whulſt falling, thus the Godhead ſpeaks, 
Rebellious ſpirit, hence--to where thy arts 
Have made a fit reception. There wait the fall 
Of all that worſhip thee. Go teach thy ſlaves 
The Atheiſt's creed, leſt they to freedom turn-- 
True freedom--by obedience to my will. 
Bring proud Philoſophy to ſhew the cauſe, 
Of ſtorms and tempeſts--plagues and bloody wars. 
To ſhew why earthquakes thake the burning globe, 
And fire and hail their dire confuſion ſpread. 
Conceal with care, that all was long foretold, 
And ſpeaks th' approach of him, who, well thou knowiſt, 
Is come, attended with the Hoſt of Heav'n, 
To drive thee from thy long uſurped throne, 
And in eternal fires bind thee and thine. 
This do, with hate implacable to thoſe _ 
Whom thy falſe precepts to deſtruction lead. 
The Devil heard, but in reply ſaid nought. 
Struck dumb by th' Almighty voice, to earth 
He falls--in filent rage and deep deſpair. 
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And lo! the ready angels haſten forth, 
With the laſt plagues of human kind. Now Rome 


Doth totter on the verge of promis'd ruin. 


In range unſeen, th' artillery of Heav'n 


Prepares to open on her deſtin'd head. 


Flaſh after flaſh, burſts from impending clouds, 

A great preparatory. The work begins, 

And the loud thunder without ceaſing roars, 
Whilſt Etna and Veſuvius, and new Volcanos, 
Torrents of fire diſcharge ; midſt clouds of ſmoke, 
That ſpread impenetrable darkneſs round. 
Imperial Rome, on ſeven mountains rais'd, 

From her foundation ſhakes. Her buildings fall, 
Her paintings, wealth, and ſculpture, in one maſs 
Are undiſtinguiſh'd thrown--Her people periſh 

In the general wreck--And one wide gulph 

The mighty ruin ſwallows up--Nor trace 

Remains of the once miſtreſs of the world. 


Where late, ſurrounding cities ſtood, are pools 


Of burning ſulphur. Where once, her villas roſe, 


And vines and myrtles, and ev ry fragrant flow r 
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19 
Luxuriant ſpread their ſweets and beauties round-- 
Brambles and briars, and noxious weeds, 
Now flouriſh there, Where late a fertile plain, 
A deſert now appears. Inſtead of flocks, 
And peaceful herds, that low'd and bleated there 
Tigers and wolves do roam, and ſerpents hiſs. 
The feather'd ſongſters all are baniſh'd far, 
And in their place the hateful bird of night, 
In its lov'd darkneſs revels all the year. * 

Thus falls Imperial Rome. And this accompliſh'd, 
Th' Almighty bids th' obedient moon and ſtars 


Their order change: and in the ſun is ſeen 


The wondrous ſign of Chriſt's eternal reign. 
One univerſal earthquake doth convulſe 


This globe. The ſea and waves tremendous roar, 


And ev'n the pow'rs above are ſhaken. Mankind 
Appall'd, with horror view the wild commotion, 


And for a moment dread the wrath divine. 


Now comes the Saviour of the world, to whom 


The particulars, as to the deſtruction of Rome, are fully deſcribed in 
the 17th and 18th chapters of St. John s Revelation. 
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Th' Almighty gives eternal rule. Th' elect 
He gathers, and from the nation's kings demands 
Due homage to his right divine. Satan 
From court to court, with wild amazement runs-- 
With falſe ambition ſwells their regal pride-- _ 
Their martial hoſts combin'd--their braz'n cannon-- 
Their ſtores, and implements of war, he paints-- 
And with Meſhah's little band compares. 
Thus poiſon'd by the ſubtle fiend, they lead 
Their armies forth--and in their madneſs ſend 
A proud defiance to the King of Kings. | 

Eager to ſpare man's long deluded race, 
The Lord's anointed, yet, with reaſon tries, 
Th' Almighty's orders to maintain in peace. 
Unhappy men, is Rome forgot, he cries ?-- 
Are all the wonders of the Heav'ns, foretold 
And lately ſeen by all, no more remember d? 
All theſe denote my everlaſting reign, 


+ The deſcription of the Meſſiah's war againſt the beaſt, the falſe Pro- 
phet, and the Kings of the earth, with his victory and the binding of 


Satan for 1000 years, is very particularly deſcribed 1 in the 19th and 20th 
chapters of the Revelation of St. John. 
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And ſpeak that I am David's promis'd ſeed. 
Satan, who fell himſelf by damn'd ambition, 
Swells your unbelieving ſouls with the vain ſtrength 
Of mortal pow'rs. For well he knows his reign 
Expires, when I aſcend the long loſt throne 
Of Holy David. Hear me, ere 'tis too late. 
Thouſands--ten thouſands--of my Father's Hoſt 
Surround me, tho' unſeen--and inſtant death, 
For your deſtruction, in their hands they bear. 
Arm'd with his pow'r divine, my will is fate-- 
And with a word your num'rous troops ſhall fall. 
In vain he ſpeaks ! vain glory ſteels their hearts, 
And in their turn they threaten to deſtroy. 
Each various nation to its ſtandard haſtes, 
And form'd in columns, they advance to war. 


When lo! the Lord of Lords, as long foretold, 


That ſword, unſheath'd, which from his mouth proceeds ; 


And gave the dreadful word--that reach'd to Heav'n. 
In a moment, all their troops arreſted ſtand. 
Their arms drop down--their matches fall to carth-- 
An inſtant faintneſs runs from rank to rank-- 
5 
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Death in their looks, they totter--and they fall. 

And now, from all the winds of Heav'n are ſeen 

Vultures and crows, and ev'ry bird of prey, 

In rapid flight. Who, as 'tis written, feaſt, 

On fallen Captains, and thoſe mighty men, 

That rang'd in fight againſt the King of Kings. 
The faithful ſaw, and filently ador'd! 

Freſh wonders fill their minds. Behold, from Heav'n, 

An Angel comes, with chains that can defy | 

The pow'r of fire eternal. Satan he calls, 

And ſtraight the fiend attends--For here his pow'r 

Is ended. Unable to reſiſt, he's bound, 

And henceforth in his proper ſhape appears. 

Till then, in any ſhape his fancy pleas'd 

He came--and oft in lovelieſt forms ſeduc'd 

The human race. But now, the choſen few, 

Behold his hideous carcaſs as it ſtands; 

Of dreſs and ornament, and all diſguiſe. 

Bereft. Blotches and boils, and running {ores-- 

Pimples and ſcurvy, and ſcaly leproſy, 


His face and body cover o'er--obtain'd 
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In Cyprian luſts, or Bacchanalian rites. 

His ſides and limbs are mark'd with many a ſcar, 
The conſequence of wars unjuſtly rais'd, 5 
Or elſe, in private broils or murders gain'd; 
That ooze out daily black and putrid gore: 
And in his looks are ſeen, malice and rage, 
Ambition thwarted, and revenge denied. 


The Angel ſtraightway bears the fiend away, 


And in his horrid priſon binds him faſt: 


Its mouth, where late Rome ſtood, is ſealed up, 
Until th' Eternal Word Satan ſhall looſe 


Once more, as John foretells, to prove mankind. 


And now, thro! all the ſkies th' Almighty Voice 
Proclaims 'tis done. The muſick of the ſpheres, 
With all the inſtruments of Heavn reſound, 
Whilſt thus Meſſiah ſings with lips divine: 

To thee, Almighty Father! Parent of all! 
Whoſe arm this day the pow'r of Satan cruſh'd, 
And thus hath bound in adamantine chains, 

Be glory evermore. 'Thy name be prais'd-- 


Thy name alone ador'd. And may thy will 
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Henceforth be done on earth--as 'tis in heav'n. 
This ſaid, the new ſtrung harp of David ſounds 

The Great Creator's praiſe. And with it riſe 

The ſwelling notes of all the inſtruments, 

That man's invention forms. And all the elect 

Their voices raiſe, to laud their Malers Name 

Whilſt from on high Cherubs and Seraphs join. 

Angels--Archangels--ſing their Heav'nly ſongs-- 

And endleſs Halleluiahs fill the ſkies. 


THIRD BOOK. 


T RANSFIGUR' D now, Meſſiah ſtands confeſt 

And in his face his Father's glory ſhines. 

Th' elect he leadeth unto Sion's hill, 

Loaded with ſpoils of nations and their kings. 

Then ſtraight the ſcatter'd Jews, with all their wealth, 

From ev'ry quarter ſeek the holy land. 

Their hearts ſubdued, with humbl'd looks they come, 

And with contrition bend to him they flew. 

Sincere repentance purifies their ſouls. 

With gratitude they own the wonders wrought, 

For Abraham's ſeed--And in ſincerity 

And truth--they proſtrate fall to Iſrael's God. 

Had'ſt thou for ever thus, Meſſiah cried, 

Thy heav'nly Father worſhip'd--what numerous ills 

Had Iſrael ſcap'd. When, for mankind, my blood 

Was ſhed--your crimes, brought on your guilty heads, 
0 
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That blindly you ſhould ſlay, him, who alone 
Could Iſrael fave. But let not this diſmay. 
Your penitence ſincere is heard in Heav'n, 
And you ſhall move no more. Quick then erect 
Jerus'lem's walls, in ſplendour yet unſeen ; 
For here I raiſe my everlaſting throne. * 

The Jews, rejoicing, inſtantly obey. 
And lo! her palaces and temples riſc, 
In true magnificence. In poliſh'd marble, 
Exquiſitely wrought, the diff rent orders 
Are with juſteſt taſte diſpos 'd--Her lofty ſpires 
The ſtreets adorn--and ſtricteſt ſymmetry 
In all her buildings is diſplay'd. Whatc'er 
Babylon, of old renown'd, or later Rome-- 
Or Paris, or London, now can boaſt—is here 
So far excell'd, as not to be compar'd. 
Such is the future miſtreſs of the world. 
Thro' all Judea other cities riſe. 
Delighful villas o'er her plains are ſpread, 

Ihe reſtoration of the Jews the magnificence of the new Jerufalem— 


and the happy ſtate of the whole world under the reign of the Methah, 18 
pointed out by all the Prophets. 
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With trees and ſhrubs and fragrant flow'rs adorn'd. f 
Her vines luxuriant bear the cluſt ring grape, i, 
And ev'ry truit tree yields delicious plenty. 
No weeds, or nox1ous plants, arc ſeen to grow, 
For at Meſhah's word, as once the fig tree, 
All are wither'd--thenceforth to ſpring no more, 5 f 
The fertile fields their fruitful crops diſplay ; 
Or verdant paſtures, ſtock'd with fleecy theep, 
And lowing herds, and gen'rous ſteeds, that raiſe 
Their ſwelling creſts, cager to bear the weight 
Of gentle maſters. Each lovely bird is here, 
Who all with tuneful notes do warble forth 


Their Maker's praiſe. And in the place of owls 
Sweet Philomel 1s heard through all the night. 
And now Meſſiah to the Jews gives laws-- | 
So pure--ſo free--that all approve. No more 
Doth poverty afflict mankind. The rich, 
No more oppreſs. For henceforth ev'ry bliſs 
That earth affords, by virtue is obtain'd; 
And equal juſtice is diſpens'd to all. 
Religion now, when truly. underſtood, 
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ls found the ſureſt path to bliſs below. 
No harth reſtraint--no gloomy notions there. 
Nor creeds--nor forms--nor the proud orthodox, 
Puff'd up with vain Philoſophy, diſturb 
Mankind. Chriſt's plain and ſimple truths, at length, 
Are clear to all. To gain immortal life, 
All feel, no more requir'd than this--that they 
Should worſhip God in purity of heart, 

And do by others what they would, that others 
Should by them. In this conſiſts the law divine. 
The Sabbath's made a day of mirth and joy. 

For reſt, amuſement means. But firſt they riſe 
Their Maker to adore. His holy houſe. 

They enter, and in ſincerity perform 

Their pure and ſimple worthip : Then dedicate 
The day to innocent enjoyment ; ſuch as 

Their fancy ſuits. For chearfulneſs, not gloom, 
The Chriſtian ſpeaks. And from the joyful heart 


True gratitude and adoration flows. 


Out of that bleſſed Hoſt, that ſhed their blood, 
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For Chriſt, and with him live for ever now, 4 

The Prieſthood's choſen. Incapable of fault, 
They teach their flocks the way to gain, like them, 
Immortal life. Their precepts, by example, 

They confirm: And ev'ry act of theirs proclaims 
True holineſs. In hoſpitality 

They live--and at their temp'rate boards they prove 


In the 14th chapter of Revelations, the Lamb is ſaid to ſtand on 
Mount Sion, with 144,000 perſons of the tribes of Iſrael. They are called 
the Firſt Fruits unto God and the Lamb, and are deſcribed as capable of 
finging a new ſong which none but them can learn. From ſome paſſages 
in the 20th chapter, we alſo find they are kings and prieſts unto God and 
Chriſt, and to live and reign with the latter during the Millennium. No 
doubt it is them that are likewiſe meant by the Saints, whom Gog and 
Magog are to come up againſt after the 1000 years are expired. They 


therefore live for ever, and are thoſe whom Eſdras deſcribes, as putting 


off the mortal cloathing, and on whole heads he ſaw the Son of God plac- 
ing CrOWns. | 

But though the 144,000 alone commence their immortality, millions on 
millions will live during the Millennium, who will ſecure a bappy refur- 
rection when this globe paſſes away. With this agrees the 13th verſe of 
the 14th chapter of Revelations—And I heard a voice from Heaven, ſay- 
ing unto me, write, bleſſed are the dead, which dic in the Lord from 
henceforth : yea ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them.—This paſſage is applied to the times 
ſubſequent to Chriſt's ſecond coming, as will appear [rom the paſlages be- 
fore and after it, and to none other. 
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To their delighted gueſts - that to enjoy, 
But not abuſe, the pleaſures of this life, 
Is the undoubted path that leads to Heav'n. 

In regal ſtate, Meſſiah now receives 
The Princes of the earth--who lowly bend 
To their acknowledg'd King--and from his hand 
Their crowns obtain. Your thrones aſcend, he ſaith, 
And rule with juſtice. The tribute I demand 
Is this--that I may find your people happy. 

Thus ſpeaks Meſhah, and th' obedient kings 

Haſte to perform his will. Their laws the ſame 
That rule Judea--the ſame is the effect 
And univerſal bliſs is felt below. 

The golden age, a fable thought, at length. 
In rich perfection is diſplay'd. Their ſwords 
To plough-ſhares turn'd, and ev'ry inſtrument 
Of war, to ornaments of peace converted. 

All that man requires, the cultivated ſoil, 
To honeſt induſtry returns, And peace, 
With its companion, plenty, crowns the world. 

Thus far my muſe deſcribes the laws external. 
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How ſhall I ſing, the cultivated mind-- 
The regulated paſhons--and ſweet ſenſe 
Of giving bliſs to others--our firſt bliſs ? 
How ſhall 1 ſing the undeſigning heart, 
That knows no thought it is aſham'd to own-- 
Like the firſt pair, in nakedneſs moſt lovely ? 
How ſhall I ſing the ſoul, with adoration 
And true piety, in ev'ry thought obedient 
To its Great Creator's will ? Too weak my muſe ! 
But I will ſing man's happy ſtate--and thus 
Unfold what true religion doth beſtow. 
Henceforth, the youth of either ſex are train'd 
To virtue and ſimplicity. No art allow'd, 
For there is need of none. Without diſguiſe 
They live--and as their diſpoſitions ſuit-- 95 
Not fortunes they form connubial leagues. They join 
Both hearts and hands; and love's myſterious rites 
With innocence they prove. Inconſtancy 
Is now unknown-unwiſh'd for. For who that makes 
That glorious rule, of doing unto others 
What himſelf expects, can be inconſtant? 
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Here then, one lovely fair to each 1s given ; 
The happy mother of a beauteous race ; 
And ſweet partaker of each bliſs below. 
Henceforth, no turbulent ambition blaſts 
The happineſs of man. For all perceive 
The emptineſs of pomp and proud parade. 
One glorious object is alone their care-- | 
Eternal life. To this they look. For this 
Each duty they diſcharge--and love unbounded, 
All ſociety pervades. For well they know, 
That love to one another is true worſhip 
To the God of all. Murder is then unknown, 
And paltry gold, or ill got wealth, no more 
Reſpected here. No more are ſtars or titles-- 
Equipage or gaudy ihow--their vain purſuit. 
The Chriſtian faith's reveal'd to all--and all 
Are anxious treaſures to lay up, where ruſt 
Nor moth corrupts. Certain that death muſt come, 
Ere they enjoy their wealth--they live to die. 
Thus, in alternate labour and amuſement, 


Paſs their happy lives. Delightful ſeaſons roll 
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With health and plenty in their friendly courſe, 
And temperance precludes from all diſeaſe. 
The ag'd look forward to the bright reward 

Of well ſpent lives. The young, with innocence, 
Enjoy the bleſſings thus ſo amply giv'n. 

They view with wonder all creation round. 
Whether the ſtarry ſpheres, immeaſurable, 

Or inſect too minute to be beheld, 

Without the aid of art, employ their minds-- 
Alike they own th' Almighty's hand. Alike-- 

In ev'ry tree and flow'r, contemplate God. 
Then to themſelves, moſt wonderful of all, 

They turn. And then to him, who made the heav'ns-- 
The earth--the fea, and all that is therein. 

Their minds prepar'd, they hear, nor diſbelicve 
That duſt and aſhes thall revive : For all , 

As wonderful appears. The Chriſtian faith 
Reveal'd, and bleſſed hope in an hereafter, 

Fills ev'ry pious breaſt, and all is peace. 


Yet {till doth death remain. That bitter cup 


By all, ſave the Elect, who die no more, 
5 
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Muſt yet be ſwallow'd--and ev'ry bliſs below 
Muſt be relinquith'd. Say then, ye Atheilts, 
And ye Deiſts, ſay--ye who deny that faith, 
Which can alone ſecure cternal life-- 

What tho' fortune, health, and ev'ry bliſs, 

That earth affords, be thine ? What ſhall ſupport 
That hour, when diflolution 1s at hand, 

And all mult be forſak'n ? Forſak'n too, 

Without a hope, beyond the ſenſeleſs grave. 

And now, Meſhah with his faithful hoſt 
Each monarch vilits : And beholds his will 
Obey'd--for all are happy. Their courts, correct, 
No uſeleſs ſplendor knows, at the expence 
Of thoſe they govern, Yet real ſtate, that ſerves 
T'impreſs reſpe& upon the ſubject's mind-= 
That gives due weight to regal pow'r, and ſpeaks 
The king--m each department is diſplay'd. 

What were the feelings of the godlike man, 
When he beheld the cultivated world, 

Beneath juſt laws, one univerſal ſcene, 


Of happineſs become, and ſweet contentment ? 
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Unutterable pleaſure fill'd his breaſt !-- 

Such as the good, who in an humble ſphere 
Their charitable hands to wretchedneſs extend, 
May gueſs at; but the ſelfiſh ne'er can know-- _ 
And thus he ſpeaks the fulneſs of his heart. 

O God ! who made me what I am! and gave 
This goodly frame, with all the thoughts that fill 
My mind--That made me feel the higheſt bliſs, 
Was pow 'r to give to others happineſs ; 

And taught my ſoul that virtue only could-- 

O hear me now pour forth my ardent praiſe, 
When I behold the human race to ſmile, 

And health, and happineſs, diſpens'd to all, 
Thro' me. O what my ſuff rings in the ſcale 
Compar'd to this? Ten thouſand deaths had been 
Cheap purchaſe--thus to redeem a world deceiv'd. 
By Satan taught to think, that vice could give 
Pleaſures beyond what virtue yields. But now 
Convinc'd, that real bliſs from virtue flows. 

O Father! teach my thoughts due thankfulneſs 
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For this great bounty undeſerv'd--That I 


May, in thy fight, true gratitude acknowledge. 
And as I feel ſuperior bliſs to all-- 


O teach me how! ſuperior--to adore. 


FOURTH BOOK 


Tavs, for one thouſand years, Meſſiah reign'd, 
And peace and happineſs diſpens'd below. 
But now th' Almighty bids, and Satan's loos'd; 
Who, to his nature true, in various ſhapes, 
Incites to vice. Variety he paints, 
Inſtead of mutual love. Wiſhes for wealth, 
Not wanted--tor pow'r and rank, unmerited-- 
Is rais'd in many a fickle mind. Envy, 
And falſe ambition in their breaſts are felt, 
Whilſt real bliſs and ſweet contentment flies. 
Thus in ſuggeſtions, Satan ſpreads his wiles, 
_ Amongſt thoſe nations where Meſſiah rules-- 
But farther off he haſtes to levy war, 
And try once more what human arms can do. 
The ſavage tribes of Cannibals, ſcarce known 


In theſe our times, revolving years had ſpread 
R 
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O'er all thoſe countries, juſt diſcover'd now; 


And parts as yet conceal'd. They own'd not Chriſt, 
Tho' oft Meſhah would have taught his truths, 


By reaſon, not by force. For force deſtroys 
Free will--and free will gone--all merit's o'er. 


Theſe wretches, once before, tho' ſtrange to tell, 


In other times had liv'd--For all do live _—_ 
In different periods, to themſelves unknown. * 


This opinion, however ſingular, I take to be the great key to many 
parts of Scripture. We know from Chriſt himſelf, in the 17th Chapter of 
St. Matthew, that John the Baptiſt had been formerly Elias. The Meſſiah 
alſo, in the 3d Chapter of 1ſt John, expreſly ſays, that except a man be 
born again, he cannot fee the Kingdom of God. This I know is gene- 
rally taken figuratively ; but Nicodemus, to whom it was ſpoken, under- 
ſtood it to be, that he was again to come through the womb; and Chrift, 
inſtead of ſaying that was not to be the caſe, bids him not marvel at it, 
at the ſame time giving him inſtances, as to the wind, of things that were, 
but which he by no means could comprehend. Suppoſing then this to be 


really the caſe, I will ſtate a few things that appear to me, as to the 


plan, by which God 1s reſtoring man to that ſtate from wheuce he fell. 
I apprehend, that no man has lived ſince the Flood, who was not in 
exiſtence before it. And that all, both good and bad, were born again 
ſubſequent thereto. The worſt were regenerated in the line of Ham, and 
particularly in his ſon Canaan, which will explain that paſſage where it is 
ſaid, —Curſed be Canaan, a ſervant of ſervants ſhall he be, unto his bre- 


thren.— The beſt were brought again into the world in the line of Abra- 


ham, and his ſon Iſaac, and though not yet capable of the pure worſhip 
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Their former ſtate had been in days enlighten'd, 
When the wondrous art of printing had diffus'd 


ordained by Chriſt, they were able to receive a preparatory to it, and the 
belief in one God, as revealed in the Moſaic diſpenſation. But all but this 
race were Idolaters ; and were incapable of being otherwiſe, till another 
{tage of their exiſtence. 

Agreeable to theſe notions, I ſuppole, that all the beſt and worſt of the 
Iſraelites were actually born again into the world at the times of Chriſt. 
This will explain the paſſage, which ſays, that all the blood which had 
been ſhed from the days of righteous Abel till that time, ſhould be rc- 
quired of that generation. On the other hand, the beſt became Apolſtles. 
and other zealous Chriſtians, ſacrificing life itſelf in the ſupport of truth. 
And we accordingly find, that at the ſecond coming, the diilinction in the 
Houſe of Iſrael ſtill continues. In the 14th Chapter of the Revelation, 
144,000 of the deſcendants of Abraham are deſcribed as the firſt fruits 
unto God aud the Lamb; and in ſeveral ſubſequent paſſages of that pro- 
phetic book, we find they are to hive aud reign with Chriſt for ever. 
Theſe ele& agree with what St. Paul ſays in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
—But every man in his own order, Chriſt the firſt fruits, aſterwards they 
that are Chriſt's at his coming.—Now I think it is not only the Apoſtles, 
and firſt zealous Chriſtians, that then live again, but alſo that all that 
were on the earth (at leaſt of the Jews) when the Meſſiah was crucified, 
will alfo be on the earth at his ſecond appearance. This will explain the 
22d and 23d Verſes of the 21ſt Chapter of St. Luke.—Verlly I fay unto 
you, this generation ſhall not paſs away till all be ſulilled.— Before this, 
Chriſt had deſcribed his ſecond coming, and as all then on the earth died, 
that very generation muſt be born again, or theſe words would not be ſul- 
filled. To the ſame purport is a part of the iſt Chapter of Revelation 
Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall fee him, and they allo 
which pierced bim.—And agreeable to his deſeription of the generation of | 
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Knowledge and learning--and th' hiſtoric page 
Moſt fully had diſclos'd thoſe ſacred truths, 


vipers in which he lived, is the war, which thoſe men regenerated, makes 
on him at his ſecond coming, and in which he is ſo compleatly victo- 
rious. Aſter which, as in the 19th and 20th Chapters of Revelation, 
the Millennium actually commences. 

To purſue this plan, I conceive, that at the commencement of the Mil- 
lennium there will be great multitudes on the earth, who are capable of 
eternal liſe, but muſt go through this laſt probation. From them, in their 
due order, during the Millennium, will ſpring all that can obtain happi- 
Neſs. And after the 1000 years, will come up thoſe who are incapable 
of that purity, which can alone enter Heaven. The devil being then 
looſed, and all the inhabitants of the earth, except the 144,000, being 
corrupt, he leads them againſt Chriſt and the elect, when they ſhall all be 
deſtroyed by fire; and thus the whole race of men, having gone through 
the allotted ſtages, with a perfect free will, this globe paſſes away, and 
then comes the general reſurrection. 

It may ſeem ſtrange that men do not recolle& their former ſtages of 
exiſtence. But this ignorance may anſwer many wiſe purpoſes. With- 
out doubt, a conſciouſneſs of it will in the end be known; and with this 
agrees the paſſage, that ſome ſhall awake to honor aud happineſs, and 
{ome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. 

I hall only add, that many difficult paſſages are cleared up by this expla- 
nation. The viſiting the fins of the fathers on their children, 1s only put- 
ting thoſe, who deſerve puniſhment, in that line of regeneration. The con- 
fining of the Moſaic diſpenſation to the ſeed of Iſaac, and Chriſt's doctrine 
not being given till after the world was 4000 years old, is alſo rendered 
plain. So likewiſe, the Meſſiah could only lay the foundation of his king- 
dom at his firſt coming, hecauſe at that time men were not ſufficiently 
prepared, and free will is indiſpenſable to virtue. And there are many 
other things in Scripture to which this doctrine gives an eaſy ſolution. 
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Which Moſes taught, and Mary's ſon confirm'd. 
But they, all Revelation had deſpis'd-- 
All, but the light of reaſon, they diſdain'd-- 
And now unknowingly they fill that ſtate, 
Which they ſo oft had boaſted--but ſoon alas! 
To be reveal'd, to their eternal ſhame. _ 
Thither the devil ſpeeds, and with him takes 
A few, who falſely own'd Meſhah's ſway. 
In their firſt ſtates, they had to vice ſo fall'n, 
As now to be incapable of virtue: 
And tho' the wonders of Meſhah's reign 
Were faithfully recorded; with the ſlaughter 
Of the nations and their unbelieving kings, 
Yet all was diſbeliev'd, becauſe not ſeen 
By them. So void of faith, their worthleſs hearts. 
Theſe report the wealth and culture of the land 
From whence they came. Its ornaments they Paint, 
Its gold and ſilver, and its precious ſtones-- 
Its cities--villas--herds and fruits delicious 
Its people, tho' corrupt, yet ſtill unarm'd-- 


A certain, unreſiſting, caſy prey. 
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Thus th' adventurers that gain'd the ſhore 

Of Mexico, on their return, diſplay'd 
Samples of gold and wealth, and fir'd the minds 
Of Anti-chriſtians--For Chriſtians ne'er could take, 
By force, what ſacred juſtice muſt deny 
And as the ſov'reigns then of Spain attended-- 

So liſt' ned Gog and Magog to the tale. 
Their light of reaſon fails, and they behold 
Meſhah's kingdoms as their lawful ſpoil. 
Their light of reaſon bids them to procure 
Whate'er their appetites require--no matter, 
Tho' millions upon millions fall, ſo they 
By ſlaughter can enjoy what earth affords. 
Their light of reaſon thows no other life-- 
Nor is it ſtrange, as death to them appears 
Their end--that here their will ſhould be their law. 
nſtant they call their ſavage warriors forth. 
 Bombs--mortars--muſquets--cannon--they had none 
For theſe inventions were long ſince forgot. 
But ſpears, with barbed bones, or pointed pebbles, 

And bows and arrows, and their wicker ihields, 
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As in the earlier ages, are diſplay d. 
Their kings declare their purpoſe to ſubdue 
The kingdoms of Meſſiah. Impetuous joy 
Is felt by ev'ry warrior--And all proclaim 
Their loud applauſe. Their numbers are ſo great, 
That they are countleſs as the ocean's ſand, 
And with deſtruction threaten Sion's throne. 
Thus once the Roman empire was attack'd 
By ſwarms ſcarce heard of, from the northern hives, 
And to their fury fell--But Rome, whilſt virtuous, 
Invincible was found, as now Meſſiah. 
Yet Satan's wiles deceiv'd ev'n thoſe o'er whom 
Meſſiah rul'd ; th' Elect alone excepted.. 
And as the hoſts of Gog and Magog came, 
This faithleſs generation haſtes to pay 
A ſervile homage to ſuperior numbers, 
Forgetting all the wonders of their God. 
That faithful band, which Chriſt before had led, 
Againſt the nations and their kings, encamp 
Around the holy city's walls. At length, 
Theſe ſaints encompaſs d ſcem to mortal eve, 
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Juſt on the verge of fate inevitable 
When lo! Prophetic truth's again fulfill'd-- 
One univerſal blaze from Heav'n deſcends-- 
And quick as light'ning are their foes conſum'd. 
This done, Satan and all his demons ſeiz'd, 
Are caſt into the lake, for them prepar'd, 
Of fire and brimſtone Where, bound for ever faſt 
In an eternity of pain, they live. 
Sad contraſt to that bliſs they once enjoy'd. 
In vain they ſeck to loſe all ſenſe, and end 
Their wretchedneſs by ceaſing ev'n to be. 
Annihilation they implore- yet that 
Impoſhble--For they, oh hapleſs crew ! 
Had gain'd, before their fall, what then was deem'd 
Th' Almighty's choiceſt gift--£&ternal Life. 
And now tl' Almighty's throne, diſclos'd, appears 
Unto Meſſiah, and his ſaints victorious, 
With ſplendor undeſcribable. Their eyes, 
New {trengthen'd, they behold the Majeſty 
Of God. The books of life and death are open'd ; 
And on his right hand plac'd Meſhah fits. - 
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All that e'er liv'd on earth, then live again, 

And ſtand before the throne in order rang'd. 
The recording angel, in a voice that all 

Can hear, then reads to each his diffrent ſtates-- 
His thoughts and actions he recounts--His pow'r 
To gain the crown of life immortal's prov'd-- 
And all the juſtice of the Great Creator, 
Temper'd by mercy--1s by all confeſs'd. 

Then are their virtues and their vices weigh'd. 

If worthy found, they join Meſhah's hoſt-- 

If worthleſs, they to the left are handed o'er, 
Where the inflicting angels ready ſtand. 

The books thus read, th' Almighty Father bids 
The Son, with mercy, to pronounce their fate. 
Meſhah riſes, and obeys his Gop. 

Oh hapleſs men! For whom, in vain, I med 
My blood--For whom, in vain, the Prophets roſc-- 
Your doom be this. Where Satan and his crew 
Are bound; there likewiſe muſt you live in pain, 
Till years, equal in number unto thoſe 
Which you on carth abus'd, have paſs'd away. 
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Happy for you the tree of life eſcap'd-- 
Elſe, like the angels fall'n, your puniſhment 
Eternal muſt have been. For you, like them, 
No qualities have rear'd, ſuited to heav'n-- 
And time, 1s now no more to them or you. 
This then is all that mercy can affordz-- 
That when your years of puniſhment are o'er, 
Your hope, when you on earth your time miſpent, 
Shall be accompliſh'd--Annihilation--yours-- 
And you {hall be, as you had never been.“ 

For a moment, all in ſilent horror ſtood-- 
Then burſt into one ſhriek of woe. They pray-- 
They call--they ſupplicate. Yet not from virtue 
And contrition--but from fear. In vain they ſcek 


Their doom to alter--and to their vices true, 


* There are ſeveral expreſſions in Scripture, that make eternal liſe 
and happineſs to mean the ſame thing in regard to man. Therefore I 
conceive that eternal puniſhment belongs only to ſatan and the demons : 
and that wicked men, after their ſhare in the lake of fire, will be annihi- 
lated. This agrees with the deſcription of the Tree of Life in Geneſis, 
which after Adam's fall, was guarded leſt he ſhould eat of it. Now can 
it be ſuppoſed, as it was withheld from him, on account of his tranſgreſ- 
fon, that wicked men will eat of it after the final judgment? And if they 


are not to have eternal lite, eternal puniſhment is impoſſible. 
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They then with execrations rend the air. 

With oaths and blaſphemy, they curſe that pow'r 
By which they fall -and threaten to reſiſt 
The juſt decree. Vain effort of their rage, 
And impotent reſentment--For quick, as thought, 
They ſink to hell, and merited damnation. 

And now, th' Almighty bids, and carth diſſolves, 
And back to chaos falls. Then, at his word, 
Another earth appears. No ſea is there, 

For raging billows, and tempeſtuous waves, 

And dangerous voyages, are allow'd no more. 
But beauteous lakes, and ſtreams of living waters, 
In abundance flow. Nor ſtorm-nor tempeſt now. 
Eternal ſunſhine, by ſweet Zephyrs cool'd 

Are in their ſtead. This earth one garden fecms, 
That needs no culture--but ſpontaneous bears 

Each diff*rent grain, and fruit, that now are known 
Its verdant lawns, by herds and theep ſpread o'er, 
That bleed no more for man. In bliſs they live, 


Without decay or increaſe- For man and beaſt, 


In numbers full, no more ſhall multiply. 
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Each bird--cach animal--of ornament, 

Or uſe, are here. And ev'ry tree and flow'r, 

That can delight the ſenſes, here abound. 

Gems and precious ſtones, and gold and filver, 

Are ſtrew'd, common to all. Delightful buildings 

Are prepar'd, and here no labour 1s requir'd ; 

Save what to reſt and pleaſure gives a reliſh-- 

For of itſelf, this earth without decreaſe, 

Produces all that fancy can demand. 

Holy Jeruſalem in the midſt is ſeen. 

Her ſtreets of gold--her walls of precious ſtones-- 

Her gates of ſolid pearl--her trees of life, 

And ſtreams of living waters, all prepar'd, 

And ready to receive their great Creator, * 

Meſſiah and his Hoſt, with wonder view 

The new creation--And thus th' Almighty ſpeaks. 

Ye, who o'er vice triumphant roſe, behold 
Your bright reward. This earth's for ever yours ; 
Ibis deſcription of Jeruſalem is taken from the 21 Chapter of Reve- 

lation. Indeed the outline of the whole poem is chiefly from the nine laſt 


Chapters of that Prophetic book. And I recommend it to the reader to 
8 chem a careful peruſal. 
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With all imagination can demand: 

For vice thus conquer'd, your wiſhes are your law. 
Male and female my creation was--and man 

Is but a part of that creation. His ſide 

Produc'd a ſemblance of himſelf. A form 


Like his, tho' ſofter. A voice like his, tho' milder. 


A mind ſuited to his, tho' gentler. And looks 
That ſpeak a ſweet reliance on that ſtrength 
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From which it came. Theſe join'd alone can form 


The perfect being Man--and therefore now, 
For ev'ry male its kindred part's redeem'd. 
Haſte then, and to yourſelves unite yourſelves-- 
Each heart will join its own, to part no more. 

He ſpoke, and all obey'd. No jarring minds 
Were here. For each receiv'd the hand he ſought-- 
And love--his love repaid. Tho' virtuous all-- 
Yet all were diff'rent. But ev'ry pair NO 
Had kindred ſouls, and mutual thoughts of TY 
So wonderful the ways of God—not one 
Of all this num'rous hoſt his lot would change— 
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Nor other make his partner of eternity. + 
The earth its bleſs'd inhabitants receives, 

And all its fruitful regions they poſleſs. 

Yet ſtill, pre-eminence belongs to thoſe, 

Who by ſuperior virtue had attain'd 

A greater capability of bliſs. 
That faithful hoſt, who in Millennium liv'd 
The conſtant partners of Meſſiah's reign, 
Jeruſalem inhabit. Their worth confeſs'd 

By all, entitles them to this precedence. 

Nor could the reſt of human kind, tho' ſav'd, 
Its conſtant ſplendor bear. For there their God 
Doth dwell--the light thereof. Eternal day 
Reigns there. And night to them till needful found, 
Is there unknown--but as they chooſe they viſit 
Holy Sion's walls. Her gates for ever ſtand 


+ As all who inhabit the new earth live for ever and as male and ſe- 
male only make up one complete man in the Scripture ſenſe, it follows 
there can be no marriages in Heaven, the union of the ſexes being from 
the firſt complete. And in a ſtate of eternity and perfection, children can- 
not be ſuppoſed, becauſe that would imply a progreſſive and imperfect 
ſtate, which is incompatible with eternal and undiſturbed felicity. 
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Unclos'd--that all the nations may behold 

The glorious Majeſty of 1/-ae/'s God. 

Thus, in eternal round, each wiſh, each thought, 
Is gratified. What appetite demands, 


Each bough--each field--ſupplies. And for their thirſt, 


Each ſtream provides nectareous draughts that ne'er 
Intoxicate. Then with ev'ry cloſing day 
Each happy pair unto their nuptial bed 
Retires. As once did Adam and his Eve, | 
When innocence was theirs--ſo now do they. 
And to the joys, that bleſs'd them firſt, 1s given ; 
That good and evil known the good's preferr'd-- 
Evil deſpis'd--and all are now allow'd 
Freely to eat the fruit of life eternal, 
Meſhah and the elect to theſe enjoyments 
Add ſuperior knowledge. For God to them 
Reveals thoſe wonders in which now the mind 
Is loſt. Each tree--each flow'r--each bird--each fiith-- 
Each beaſt- cach inſe&- then they comprehend. 
The ſtars, in wondrous order, how they move 


And all exiſtence opens to their view. 
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Thus do the good enjoy immortal life. 
No laws but thoſe engrav'n on their hearts 
They know. Their paſſions and their appetites 
Thus rul'd, give ev'ry bliſs that fancy forms ; 
Whilſt they in ev'ry joy and pleaſure own 
The hand from whence it flows. And as their bliſs 
Is endleſs--ſo alſo endleſs 1s their praiſe. 
One heart--one mind--one ſoul--doth all combine-- 
In adoration ! to the God of all. 


IN I 


* 


